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THE ROMANIAN REVOLUTION OF DECEMBER 1989
loan SCURTU

Rezumat®. 1989 fost un an revofionar in istoria Europei. Atunci, regimurile
socialist-totalitare (comuniste) din centrgil estul continentului s-au pbusit, rand pe rand.
Mai intai in Polonia, apoi in Ungaria, Germaniaa&iriteani, Cehoslovacia, Bulgaria,
Romania. @ramarea zidului Berlinului, la 9 noiembrie 1989 nsarcat Tnceputul reunifigii
Europei. Da@ in celelate state revafia roméani a avut o degfurare pgnicd, in Romania,
inlaturarea regimului Ceagescu s-a realizat pe cale violénfiind inregistrate peste 1 000 de
victime. Tn acelsi timp, revolyia romani a avut un caracter radical, nemaitrecand printr-o
etapi de glasnostji perestroika (reforme ipiate de liderul sovietic Mihail Gorbaciov).

Abstract. 1989 was a revolutionary year in European histofpen, the socialist-
totalitarian regimes (communist) in central and & continent collapsed, one by one. First
in Poland, then in Hungary, East Germany, Czechadl@m, Bulgaria, Romania. The
demolition of the Berlin Wall in November 9th 1988rked the beginning of the reunification
of Europe. If the other countries in the Romaniaemalution was a peaceful way, in Romania,
the Ceagescu regime removal was achieved by violence, wittr 1 000 people killed.
Meanwhile, the Romanian revolution proceeded rdblicavithout passing through a phase of
glasnosti and perestroika (reforms initiated by ibleader Mikhail Gorbachev).

Keywords.: communism, socialist-totalitarian, revolution, regsion, television, radio,
program, leaders, democracy.

BUCHAREST, DECEMBER 21 — 22

On the morning of December 21, the Executive RalitiCommittee
(CPEX) included on the agenda of its meeting theasukes to be taken for
restoring order, as well as a set of promises nmieawtn the people’s acceptance.
These measures were supposed to be brought tttéh&an of the participants to
the meeting in the Pja Palatului (The Palace Square). As usual on such
occasions, people had been brought to the locagweral hours before, placed
according to the pre-established plan with Nicoldeagescu and Elena
Ceaygescu’s portraits with the flags of the SocialistpRlglic of Romania and of
the Romanian Communist Party with placards on whioln could read the
following slogans: “Condanaim cu fermitate #&datorii si vanzitorii detara!” (we
firmly condemn traitors and country sellers)a“tAceteze manifestle soviniste
ale cercurilor stiine!” (let put an end to chauvinist manifestatiaofsforeign
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circles), “Romaéania a ales/socialism, pace, pro¢fResnania has chosen socialism,
peace, progress), “diasa@ unitatea de nezdruncinat a intregului nostru papor
jurul partidului, al secretaruluias general, tovasul Nicolae Ceagescu” (Long
live the unshakable unity of our people around plaety, around our general
secretary, comrade Nicolae Ceescu), “Stima noagirsi mandria, Ceagescu -
Romania!” (Our esteem and pride, Cgzscu - Romania).

The meeting started at 12:00 p.m. when Nicolae (sau appeared on
the balcony of the Central Committee building acpamed by the members of
the CPEXx to demonstrate that the whole leadershgpuaited. As usual, when the
general secretary was present at a meeting, thé&asi@tion was broadcast live
on radio and television. The meeting was openedasbu Petrescu, first —
secretary of the Municipal party committee, thetrmeorepresentatives from
enterprises in Bucharest who “condemned” the “lyamis” in Timkoara,
expressing their determination to defend socidksemania’s independence and
sovereignty, to fulfill the tasks drawn up at th&/X Congress of RCP and the
general secretary injunctions. Then Nicolae Gestu took the floor and
reiterated the accusations of revisionist, impestakircles expressing his
determination to put an end to the illegal actagtin Timioara, to restore order
and to ensure the victorious construction of saain Romania.

During his speech there could be heard a suddese tige a firecracker,
followed by a wheeze coming from the sound systdnthvcreated panic among
the participants; according to some variants, sewgomen had been stung with
wooden spikes and they started to scream. Claarfystate of confusion and fear
the participants—especially those in the front redvepped the portraits, the
placards and the flags, trying to duck down agapwisible hits. It was an
essential psychological moment: those present iradénsation that they would
be attacked there in the Piata Palatului, theyndidknow by whom but they that
feeling of fear.

Nicolae Ceagescu had to interrupt his speech, amazed by thieknag
crowds. In order to be heard he had to addresgebple several times with “Alo,
alo” (hello, hello) and to ask them $§Azai-va linistiti la locurile voastre” (sit
calmly in your places). Elena Caagcu intervened several times, repeating the
same words. Their attempt to restore order hadtapeffect. Nicolae Cegescu
resumed his speech, hastily announcing the meadarethe increase of the
population living standard starting with Januaryl®290: minimum salary raise
with 200 lei, with 100 lei for pensions, 300 leicgd aid and 30-50 lei for
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children state allowance, birth allowance worth0D:2,008 lei after which he
withdrew from the balcony without waiting for theual cheers and ovations.

The effect of the meeting dispersing was devagiatior Nicolae
Ceagescu. Romania’s population saw and heard the mombah the speech
was interrupted, the desperate appeal of the tvedlels to restore order.
Ceayescu could no longer control the situation anddtédue was about to fall
from the pedestal. Soon after the meetingtaPRalatului (Palace Square) was
evacuated, portraits, flags and placards beingredeaway. A part of the
demonstrators stayed in the streets, in the Piataetsititii (University Square)
area—Hotel Intercontinental - PdaRoman (Romari Square). Towards the
evening, the centre of the capital was occupiedstaye tens of thousands of
people who scanned “Tigoara! Timgsoara! Jos asasinul! Libertate! Libertate!”
(Timisoara, Timgoara, down with the assassin! Freedom! Freedom!).

In fact, what happened in Ra@aPalatului (Palace Square) in Bucharest was
similar to what had happened in the Central SqueRrague, some weeks before.
Similarly, it had been a melee which generated@amnimajor event witnessed by
a large number of people, exceptional media coeemgan international level.
The Domino Theory started to work in Bucharest al.w

The interruption of the meeting was the sensatioeals of international
media over the second half of December 21. As teetimg was broadcast live on
the Romanian television, images could be recordéti #he moment when
Ceayescu was interrupted and the crowds started te@pBkaeling that something
important was going to happen in Romania, numefagsgn journalists who had
come to Bucharest to take part in the XIV party gress postponed their
departure, most of them staying in the IntercomiiakeHotel in the rooms facing
the Piata Universitii (University Square).

From the steps leading to the underground statimhfeom the fountain
square in front of the Architecture Institute uniumopeople such as Dan losif and
Dumitru Dina addressed the crowds. Almost all speeches corttlwdin the
following: “Nu va fie frica, Ceagescu pid!” (don’t be afraid, Ceagescu will
fall).

In front of the Universitate building there was @up of revolutionaries
coming from Timgoara who waved the national flag with the Socidispublic
of Romania coat of arms torn out of its centre.

Police carrying riot shields were called up but,thsy were few and
untrained as to what they had to do, were quicklyilalated eventually watching
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the crowds as spectators. Truckfuls of workersatriptic guards uniforms were
sent in, elbowing their way through the crowds with stopping. When trucks
appeared, the demonstrators whistled and booedn viey went away the
crowds applauded and cheered. Army APCs were sumthcome of them being
forced to stop as the people refused to make wag fEvolutionaries were
confronted by soldiers and the first casualtiesewegistered in front of Sala
Dalles (Dalles Hall).

On December 21, demonstrations in front of Romaniambassies
continued with more intensity, as compared to trevipus days. In Beograd, at
1:45 p.m. a meeting took place — according toahassador’'s words - with
almost 500 — 600 people carrying placards condegntiia regime in Bucharest
and lighting candles in the memory of the victinfisTonisoard. On the evening
of December 21, the Romanian ambassador transmikiad “the following
adopted anti-Romanian attitudes and positions mrmeotion to the recent events
in Timisoara”: the Socialist Federative Republic of Yugeslapresidium, the
Serbian Communist Union presidium, the SocialisutfioUnion of Yugoslavia,
the Students’ Union in Beograd, The Veterans’ A

On the evening of December 21, a new demonstrabiok place in front
of Romania’s embassy in Paris where two ministatcsseveral MPs were present
requiring to be received by the Romanian ambassadoget clarification
regarding the events in Romania. They were answiedmbassador could not
receive them, as opening hours had passed; thaydslsome during opening
hours or the ambassador would meet them at thectgp ministries. The two
ministers left but after a short while a group epdties arrived wearing French
flag rosettes on their chest, together with TV camen and a group of
demonstrators to be received by the ambassadoRom&nian diplomat in order
to get an interview on that afternoon events intBuest. They were offered the
same answer as the two ministers before them. iRglélhe latest events to
Bucharest, Ambassador Petre Gigea asked for “urggygestions regarding the
attitude to be adopted in such situatfsns

The official positions which condemned the Buchtaregime multiplied.
The Czechoslovakian ministry of foreign affairsesded a communicate to
“express their worry and strong protest against tise of army and law
enforcement forces to disperse the demonstratdre”Political Bureau of CC of
the Polish United Workers’ Party manifested “itgret in connection to the
events in Romania”. The Polish parliament unanirhoaslopted a motion to
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condemn “the Romanian authorities’ repression” @gjai the peaceful
demonstrators and expressed its solidarity withlakte. The Commission for
Foreign Policy of the Bulgarian People’s Assembbdyed a declaration in which
they expressed the people’s deep concern for tistutdances” in Timsoara and
other cities, which led to confrontation with theng, resulting in “casualti&s

The Soviet government kept a significantly reserpegition not to be
accused of interfering in Romania’s internal aai®n the morning of December
21, ambassador lon Bucur required a meeting witltoidbv to whom he
presented a Russian version of Gesgu's speech, delivered on radio and
television, to be used for the notification of tBeviet leadership and media
regarding the events in Romania. Asked if there Ilbeeh victims in Tingioara,
the ambassador stated he had no information oristhe. When referring to
Ceayescu’s statements of the previous night, regarthirgSoviet interference in
the internal affairs of Romania, Aboimov wantedutaerline the fact that such
assertions “cannot but amaze us as they are urdduadd unrealistic” as the
Soviet Union “builds its relations with the allisdcialist countries on the basis of
equality, mutual respect and complete non-interfegein internal affairs” The
Soviet media was prudent enough, avoiding to phkdisalysis articles, limiting
itself to quoting news coming from Prague, Sofiaar®aw, Vienna, Washington,
Tokyo, Paris, London, Habana as well as from then&woan News Agency
(Agerpres).Thus, Soviet citizens were informed tmtRomania there was a
difficult situation about which the authorities Bucharest kept their silence.
Speaking in front of the USSR Supreme Soviet Miki@orbachev stated: “As
regards the events in Romania, some deputies, iaBpdbe ones in Moldova,
insist that we, in the Congress should react. bteoto react, we need reliable
information so that we adopt a fair position, wega the situation correctly. |
entrusted Tiajelnikov, the USSR ambassador to Rartanaddress the Romania
leadership with the request of offering us the ssagy information. | invited
Romania’s ambassador to the ministry of foreignaiedf to pose the same
guestions and to get the information. For the mdamtie information we have
from Bucharest and the one supplied by Romanialsaasador does not allow us
to have a reliable image about what happens irctlmatry. You know that the
foreign press describes the situation in the cquimtra dramatic way®. The
Moldova deputy lon Hadarca replied saying he waseeting “more concrete
news, communicates possibly” which could clarife @ituation. He appreciated
that the personality cult policy was continued ionfania but that “what had
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happened in Germany, Hungary, Czechoslovakia wadtable for Romania as
well”. Considering that the Moldova deputy was lafiits, Gorbachev interrupted
him: ,We should not overstep the limits, keep ofitwhat might seem like

interference in the internal affairs of a sovereggate™. After the meeting was

interrupted, Nicolae Ceagescu and Elena Cegascu stayed in the Central
Committee building where they were informed abbet ¢évolution of the internal

and international situation.

They were mostly interested in the US army intetieenin Panama as
well as the development of the Congress of the U3&Rple’'s Deputies.
Ceaygescu was convinced there was an understanding éetviBush and
Gorbachev regarding the change of the politicalhnegn Romania. Information
coming from the country said that the revolt hackad all over Banat and a large
part of Transylvania. In Arad, Lugoj, Cugir, SibiCJuj-Napoca, Brasov, Tg.
Mures, Caransebes, Alba lulia, Miercurea Ciuc, @sadZalau, Baia Mare,
Bistrita, Resita, Cisnadie and in other localitte population went out in the
streets, scanning for ,Libertate” (freedom), ,Jostatura” ( down with the
dictatorship), ,, Jos Ceaescu” (down with Ceagscu). What worried him most
were the centre of Bucharest occupation and thepewty of the order
enforcement authorities to disperse the crowds.

Unlike other communist leaders who eventually ustterd they had to
hand over power, Nicolae Caeagcu was determined to fight “to save socialism”,
being convinced that if socialism was abandonedn&woa would experience a
real national catastrophe. According to some infdrom, after “the meeting’s
break up” Ceagescu summoned Vasile Milea, Tudor Postelnicu atidnwlad
announcing them that he had decided to take owercttmmand of the order
enforcement forces: “We will defend the cause, wi defend socialist arm in
hand, as we are in a war more difficult than the against Hitler. So, this is a
state of war not of emergency. The army, the iatethe Securitate should do
their duty”.*?

On the evening of December 21, at 6:00 p.m. Nic&aagescu’'s last
video-conference took place. From the very begmia stated: ,| want to refer
to some issues which have come about and which wignate that we deal with
an organized action, with a precise target of d#station and aimed at the
integrity and independence of Romania. | don’t héneslightest doubt about it.”
As a consequence, they had to take energetic nesador defend socialist and
Romania’s sovereignty. He appreciated that “it wesessary to decree the
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general mobilization for the whole party and staffecials and of all our interior
forces — militia, Securitate — including the mititaunits [..]. We should go to
enterprises and discuss there, even in the fastoreere there are problems. We
must organize defense units in enterprises. We hawtearly discuss with the
whole party. This is the moment to prove one’syparember capacity”.

He required the mobilization of the Communist Youthion members, of
women’s organizations as there is only one wayghtfiwe must make people
understand, people who have been tricked and iakedr by foreign groups and
secret services, but we have to speak openly amsblate these groups, which
should be exposed [...] we should ensure order, ahdle this conspiracy, ensure
peace and order, the development of socialist, Ra@isa independence and
integrity.”

Nicolae Ceagescu was determined not to give power away, being
convinced that he could overcome these difficultrmeats. In the Central
Committee headquarters a huge quantity of armaraedt ammunition was
brought, so that — according to general lulian Ydampinion — “they could have
held out for one month” any assault by the demairsis .

After the end of the video-conference there waseudsion with a limited
number of people among whom Elena Gesuou, Manea Manescu, Emil Bobu,
Silviu Curticeanu, Vasile Milea, Tudor Postelnidulian Vlad, a.s.o; Nicolae
Ceayescu appreciated that ,the activity at the top nsaordinated,| mean the
relations between the army, the ministry of theerior units,the securitate,
including what | was told that the firefighters’itmrefused to act, pretending it
was not their call. In fact, this is why things gJowly, without being sorted out in
time. It is in fact inadmissible that for over 4®ihours this group at Universitate
has not been eliminated, it should have been editathfor long*®

As a result, Ceagscu decided to set up a joined command, enswyred b
the minister of National Defense, the minister be tinterior, the minister
secretary of state in the Department for the S&seurity and the head of the
General Staff of Patriotic Guards”;

The secretariat of this commandment was ensure8ilbiu Curticeanu
and the general leadership by Nicolae Geacu. Reality proved that this
Commandment had no clear leading rules, accordingvell-known military
regulations thus it could not act as an efficiemtyo

Although it started to get dark, the crowds did leatve the location; they
had occupied the central area of Bucharest and sgaening slogans against the
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regime: ,, Jos dictatura!” ( down with the dictatois), ,Jos asasinii!” ( down with
the assassins), , Jos Ceascu” ( down with Ceaescu), ,, Jos tiranul!” ( down
with the tyrant), , Nu ple@m, nu pleém” (we won’t leave, we won't leave), ,Noi
vrem ca sa murim!” (we want to die), , Tigoiara, Timgoara”, ,Libertate!
Libertate!” (freedom, freedom) , Fara violenta”(thout any violence). During
those decisive moments, no important person camePitda Universitii
(University Square). The television channel and thdio station broadcast
patriotic songs, Nicolae Cegascu’'s speech without the moment of its
interruption, reports about ,the unshakable undf/the whole people supporting
the general secretary, about the inspired worlchieze the XI\' Party Congress
decisions. Romanians were fed up with such progrants preferred to watch
foreign channels (Sofia, Beograd, Budapest, anthiféy) or to listen to ,Radio
Free Europe” and ,the Voice of America” which reldtextensively about the
events in Romania.

At about 11:00 p.m. in the Universitate area angrtontinental shots
could be heard; there were used multi-colored teate intimidate the crowds.
Expecting an intervention in force on the part ailita and the army, the
participants to the demonstration — among whom D&if and Petre Roman,
lecturer at the Polytechnic Institute in Bucharestilt a barricade in the Batistei
street area, across the Intercontinental Hotel.yTieed tables, garbage cans,
chairs brought from “Duirea” restaurant, boards and other materials whacthdc
be an obstacle for the APCs. The barricade wasrayest by two tanks
immediately after midnight. Then repression started leadership being ensured
by general Milea, the minister of National Defenhe situation was extremely
confusing, the connections between commanders wéfieult, so that the
minister of National Defense came to give ordersdptains and lieutenants who
were near him. As a result of the extremely viblentervention of the law
enforcing forces 50 people were killed, 462 injuraad 1,245 arrested and
transported to penitentiary JildVa

Nicolae Ceagescu and Elena Cegascu stayed overnight in the specially
prepared bedroom in the RCP Central Committee imgildo be speedily
informed on the development of events and to affeinctions regarding the way
to handle them. At about 1:00 a.m. Vasile Milea arnidn Vlad informed Nicolae
Ceagescu that the central zone of the city was fredemfionstrators. The two
generals were deeply affected by the tragedy thegereenced. General Viad
thought that, in order to solve this dramatic girawas to eliminate Ceaescu.
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He was going to tell the Senate Commission in Gatdi®93 that general Milea
was deeply affected by the situation he had beaghtan. “We went out on the
corridor, we sat in the armchairs and [Milea] sdrto cry and said his health did
not allow him anymore, that | should tell his wded girls what had happened,
that he was not prepared for what happened. Theld Ihim that we could not
leave things like this, that power was in our hards and mine. | controlled
things in the CC building, he controlled things sidé, but he was very
affected.”"When a senator asked:” What did you psepbim to do?” Vlad
answered: "That we had to arrest Cegeseu!”. But Milea replied:” My dear, |
can't, | can’'t do it.*®

This clearly shows the state of mind at the higheatl of the army and
the Securitate. On the night of December 21/22etheas the possibility of
Nicolae Ceagescu being arrested or declared unavailable esdaide and general
lulian Vlad — to announce that a new leadership aassen. But nobody took
such responsibility. The reasons were numerous; fepportunism, lack of
historical vision, etc. Irrespective of the reasdhat could be mentioned, the
reality is that Romania could not provide “a resgetgam” to replace Cegascu
and the consequences were dramatic for the citizietiigs country.

On the dawn of Friday, December 22, the streetisarcentre of Bucharest
were cleaned, and the blood washed away with trefighters’ water jets.
Armoured vehicles and military in fighting uniformgere massed at the corners
leading to Piga Palatului (Palace Square). In the Central Coremittuilding
1,000 military were brought from the Ministry of tinal Defense and the
Department V Securitate with the mission to deféredregime citadél.

The news of the repressions on the night of Decerb®2 spread like
wildfire in the city and amplified the revolt. Ohd basis of top injunctions, after
the meeting had been “broken”, the party officials,well as the enterprises and
institutions managers did not leave the premidesy; temained in the middle “of
the working people”. At that moment, almost evergwhpeople felt the need to
be united. The revolt generated the desire to gganized and act for the
overthrow of the dictator Nicolae Ceascu. By phone and by going from one
factory to another, several party officials infodnane another about the events in
the centre of Bucharest; the conclusion was thet ihould go out into the streets
from the very early hours of the morning.

The fact that the workers went out in the streeds e triggering factor
of the day of December 22 when Cgsscu was overthrown. From the early
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hours of the morning, at about 5:30 the workerghef big industrial areas —
Pipera, Republica, “23 August’, IMGB ( Heavy Machiy Bucharest) a.s.0 —
headed towards the centre of the city. It was,oofrge, a spontaneous reaction to
the killings that had taken place, but with a dertarganization. The
demonstrators marched in order, carrying placaridb the following slogans:
“Jos alaul!” (Down with the assassin), “Jos Cgasacu!” (Down with Ceagescu),
“VYom muri si vom fi liberi!” (We will die and we will be free)“Noi suntem
poporul/Jos cu dictatorul!” (We are the people/ dowvith the dictator),
“Libertate! Libertate!”. Among the rioters there sval2-13-year —olds who
scanned “Vom muri vom fi liberi” (we will die and we will be free).

At about 8:00 llie Ceagescu had a discussion with his brother, in the
Central Committee building and told him: “The stioa is extremely critical.
You have to dismiss the government”. He did noerex any answer. Then llie
Ceayescu went to the headquarters of the Ministry didwal Defense where he
made up a list with the members of the new goventraed then asked vice-
admiral Dinu to summon the military attaches of $wviet Union and Chiff&

At about 8:30 a.m. the central area of Bucharest wacupied by
demonstrators. At 9: 10 a.m. the minister of Natiddefense, the general Vasile
Milea sent (with the indicative Rondo) the followginrder: “Do not fire at people.
The military should withdraw from the fighting eguient, they should not
provoke or answer back any provocatidn'The order enforcing forces did not
intervene anymore. The APCs were left there inctioevd, the military discussing
with the demonstrators, assuring them they woutduse force or violenéé

Not even at the eleventh hour did Cgescu accept to give in. He accused
general Milea of not being able to restore ordée minister of national defense,
full of remorse for his involvement in the repress the night before and
refusing to link his name to other human victimsided to put an end to his life.
At about 9:30 a.m. he killed himself in the Cent@mmittee building. Vasile
Milea’s action marked “by his self sacrifice, thepgcreated between the army and
its <supreme commandér> The news of Milea’s suicide bothered Cgsacu.
Being in the Central Committee building, llie Verde- who knew about the
situation in Bucharest — went to Ceascu whom he found “in a deplorable state,
as he was on his very difficult moments when h¢ his balance”Verdet asked
him not to fire at the people and Cgescu answered: “They did not fire at people
and they will not”. While he was saying that “hars¢d to temble and said: < yes,
we have the treason. He betrayed the country angetbple — general Milea®*
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At 9:45 a.m. the last meeting of the CPEXx staneNicolae Ceagescu
asked Radu lon: “What have you done, Radu?” andatter answered: “| was
there as you ordered. It was impossible to get disgussions. We couldn’t get
into the factory. They were leaving ICEM and Turlsmanica in Militari. They
even left “23 August”. Comrade Avram could not ked#em. Work at the
furnaces stopped Nicolae Ceasicu: “Now it is clear that the action was
organized to the last detail. A little while agongeal Milea killed himself’. He
mentioned: “General Milea left me and two minutetet | was informed he had
shot himself. Taking into consideration his behawiluring this period it is
cleared that he sabotaged the measures to bedalldme closely worked with the
foreigners. This is clear.

A very serious situation was created.”Then he askedCPEx members:”
who is determined to fight and who is not?” andddelressed Paul Niculescu-
Mizil directly and the latter answered with a quest “If | fight or not? “ In a
way or another, everybody stated they would “figi@eagescu went on: “Let us
declare state of emergency in the whole countryis Tl according to the
Constitution and it is the president’s right. Wendlcneed to summon the State
Council” All those present agreed. Silviu Curticearstated that, if the
demonstrators fire at the military, “we will alsaref. Gheorghe Rdulescu
appreciated that “any bloodshed should be avoidBdalescu said that “we
should ponder if to fire at the honest workers” utlor Postelnicu replied “not
honest workers are the ones who are going to thtartire but the scum and the
hooligans”. Nicolae Ceaascu wanted to mention: “Of course we cannot fire a
the workers. We are the representatives of the everind we cannot fire at them
but there are scums among them.” He concluded:&dthe traitor is to blame
and there are probably others as well”. Nicolaeuggstu said he had called the
first deputy of the minister general Victor AtareSitinculescu who “is already at
my disposal”’. The meeting finished in a state affasion:

“Nicolae Ceagescu: What are doing now?”

Vlad lulian: We do as you said.

Tudor Postelnicu: That's what we do.”

It is not clear what the general secretary “saitfie words closing the
CPEX last meeting clearly show that Cggacu was no longer in control of the
situation.

The intransigence of the previous day had disagpleatfter the news that
the workers had come out in the streets. The wgrkiass did not support the
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regime anymore, they had risen against it. In aesigned to the situation,
Ceayescu had to declare “we cannot fire at the workéfsthout giving order to
the army to withdraw to the barracks, Cgzacu had practically abandoned the
idea of using force against the demonstrators. éven then, when people had
been killed, a member of this body had the coutagseparate from the general
secretary and his politics, including the reprassiof the previous night.

After the meeting, Nicolae Cegascu required the drawing up of a
presidential decree regarding the introductiontafesof emergency in the whole
country. The decree, read on the radio at 10:11aanthe television channel at
10:50 mentioned: “Taking into consideration themes breach of public order by
terrorist acts, vandalism and destruction of commoods”, according to art.75 in
the Constitution we declare the state of emergencthe whole country”. All
army units, the units of the ministry of the intgrand the patriotic bodies were
on alert. During the state of emergency no puldimrons were allowed as well
as circulation in groups larger than 5 people;uation at night was banned,
starting with 11:00 p.m., with the exception of theople who worked in the
nightshift, etc. The decree closed with the follogvi words: “The whole
population of the country is obliged to obey thertioy’s laws, public order, to
defend the common goods, to actively take partha iormal development of
economic-social activity”. The decree had no pcattresult: in the streets, there
were hundreds of thousand people, maybe millionRahanians, in the whole
country who scanned against Cggacu and his regime.

The decisive psychological moment was at 10:59 wthenon the radio
they announced that the minister of National Defefizad acted as a traitor,
against the independence and sovereignty of Ronaardarealizing he had been
discovered he killed himself’. The feeling was tl#neral Vasile Milea had been
shot at the request of Nicolae Cgaacu, as the minister had refused to execute
the order of covering the people’s riot in bloodithgut its commander, the army
fraternized with the demonstrators who thus haduhg free to attach the Central
Committee building.

General Sinculescu had arrived from Tigaoara during the night and in
order to avoid being involved in the repressiorthaf demonstrators in Bucharest
he went to the Military Hospital where he had &g tast in plaster and then he
went home. He complied to the order received froicolde Ceagescu to come
immediately to the Central Committee building oa thorning of December 22.
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The moment he arrived, at about 10:00, Gescu required him to take
over the command of the army, as Minister Vasiléellihad committed suicide.
So, General &hculescu became the minister of National Defenseutih a
verbal order as it was impossible, under the rdsmeconditions, to issue a
presidential decree which had to be signed by ¢sau and published in “the
Official Gazette.”

Informed that two regiments were heading towar@sG@entral Committee
building, one of tanks and the other one mechani@&dculescu ordered captain
Marius Tufan from the transmissions operationalugrof the army which was
located in the Central Committee building to commate “my order
immediately to go back to the barracks”. The gdnappreciated correctly the
situation, as it was practically impossible for #reny to win in the confrontation
with the tens of thousands of demonstrators who ¢dexlipied the centre of
Bucharest. After this order, 3iculescu came to Nicolae Cgascu and reported
to him “that the units are on their way and wiltae, | hope, in time, but the
pressure in the square has increased and we niistatha solution, my opinion
is < we had better leave the building®” In his turn, General lulian Vlad ordered
the Securitate troops who covered thg@Ralatului (Palace Square) and the RCP
Central Committee building not to fire at the cremgho were coming towards
that locatioA’. A similar order was transmitted, from the ordérgeneral Vlad
and general Romeo Campeanu to the deputy of théajeneral inspectoréafe

Practically, starting with 10:15 a.m. Nicolae Cgzscu has been
abandoned by all law enforcement authorities: arseguritate, and militia. The
Political Executive Committee could no longer take decision and its members
had no courage to propose to Gemeu to resign. Nicolae Ceascu, suffering
from diabetes, troubled by the evolution of therggevas incapable to act. The
workers’ going out in the streets, after the regiggs of the previous night,
General Milea’s treason was facts that Geaau could not understand and could
not accept. His will was paralyzed and he had ngltodalk to. Elena Ceaascu
was at his side, they went out on the corridorsiftime to time, where there were
soldiers and armament cases but they did not knloat % tell them, so they went
back to the general secretary’s office. The CPExb®s who were present in
the building were also disappointed; they had rextien, kept looking at one
another then closed themselves in their offices.

The decree regarding the declaration of the sthteneergency was
broadcast several times on radio and televisiore TN program closed at
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11:46°. At that moment, an epoch in the history of therfnian television — as a
propaganda instrument in the service of totalitasacialism - came to an end.
According to the printed schedule, the program teacksume at 7:00 p.m. with

the evening news, followed by the documentary “TEoenplete economic and

political independence of the country — historichiagement of the Nicolae

Ceayescu era” made by Vartan Arachelian, then anotbeumhentary: Romania

in the world (editor Paul Soloc) etc. until 10:0@npwhen the program ended. On
the radio the program went on with the broadcagiatfiotic songs.

The repression on the night of December 21/22 wasight to the
knowledge of the world public opinion from the gaHours of December 22.
Many foreign cameramen filmed scenes of terror frohe windows of
Intercontinental Hotel which they sent to theietesion stations.

The Soviet leadership kept a reserved position,warited to know the
viewpoints of Romania’s neighboring countries whigére well informed about
the events in Bucharest. The deputy of the Soweeign affairs minister
Aboimov received Jozef Birnbauer counselor at thendé&rian Embassy to
Moscow on the morning of December 22 to whom hemanicated Ceagscu’s
attitude to Shevardnadze’s statement in Brussetoimmection to the victims in
Romania; he also told him that the Soviet partgrgily rejected such accusations.
Jozef Birnbauer stated that he had no further médion, but he knew that “in
Budapest there was an atmosphere of mourning ameod’, that the rumor had
spread that Tokes had been killed. The diplomatasasinced that “the events of
the last hours will dramatically change this statenind”.

Aboimov had a discussion with the Yugoslav ambassah the same
morning, at the latter’s request: he wanted to compate to the Soviet party the
information he had, mainly from the general corsiuugoslavia to Timjoara
and from numerous Yugoslav citizens who had conek leom Romania. He
described the events in Tigpara after December 16: “Yugoslav sources say that
there are several hundreds of dead people as # wdsthe confrontations,
unverified estimates say that the number of théing is over 2,000[....]. The
workers occupied the factories and threaten to llem up, if the authorities do
not meet the people’s requirements”. The officimsthe Yugoslav consulate
found out that “some soldiers and militia officezgpress their understanding
towards the demonstrators. There were heard sumiarst: <Armata nu va
Tmpuwsca studeti si copii descoab> (the army won't fire at students and school
children}™.
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In Bucharest, the events started happening at aziagspeed. At 11:00
a.m. at the US Embassy there came the ambassddBedgoum, France, Spain,
the United Kingdom and The Netherlands who withdriewthe “ embassy’s
sound-proof room, a glass dome” where they discli$sbat was to be doné®
They had been involved in supporting dissidentgingavisits to their residence,
receiving letters from them to be sent to RadioeH&irope, had sent to their
governments’ documents and materials regardingitbation in Romania which
they used to condemn the Cgascu regime.

They did not manage to agree on what they hadtoext, as Nicolae
Ceagescu was living his last days as a general segraiarthe Romanian
Communist Party and of president of the Socialispiiblic of Romania. The
crowds in the Piata Universiti - (University Square) - Hotel Intercontinentalca
in Pidga Roma# (The Roman Square) started to move towards thetr&en
Committee building without encountering any opgosit from the order
enforcing forces; in a few minutes they occupied ®iaa Palatului (Palace
Square) getting ready to attack the Central Conesnitiuilding.

Nicolae Ceagescu went out on the balcony at about 11:30 a.rth wi
loudspeaker in his hands trying to calm down thmwvds. He could not speak
because he was booed and jeered and many threerediff objects at him.
Disoriented and incapable to face the situatiorhdaeto withdraw.

At the Ministry of National Defense, at about 12:p0n. Ceagescu
received the representative of the Warsaw PacttlaadSoviet military attaché
whom he informed that during the day the constitutof the new government
will be announced and he asked the Soviet Uniorresirain itself, as the
imperialist circles organized an international phth the purpose of destroying
socialism and of taking Romania out of the sodiaystem and from the Warsaw
Pact. llie Ceagescu was convinced that the Romanian people werabta to
solve its own issues alotie

Eventually, after one week of avoiding to publiocbkpressing their
position towards the situation in Romania, on th@mng of December 22, the
Congress of the USSR People’s Deputies was infolmye@orbachev that he got
news from the Soviet embassy to Bucharest abowgwbiets of the previous night,
thus proposing the issuing of a political statem&he statement, adopted with an
overwhelming majority (1,809 votes in favor, 32 imgaand 65 abstain) had the
following content: “The Congress of the USSR Pegptieputies expresses its
concern in connection with the news referring te thamatic events in Romania
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which led to victims. This fact makes us feel afpomd regret. We express the
hope that, in the shortest of times, Romania vinitl fpossibilities to peacefully
solve the matters, in the spirit of patience, husranand the observance of
human rights*. While Moldova adopted the same document, in Bregdtahe
revolutionaries broke into the Central Committe@ldag and the military that
were inside, although they were equipped with arer@grand ammunition did not
resist. Many revolutionaries got arms, being retadiyght back if attacked.

Colonel Neagoe, the head of the Department V inNhwistry of the
Interior had the initiative to call for some helters to evacuate Nicolae
Ceaygescu and the other leaders. Generah@tlescu spoke to general losif Rus,
the aviation commander to send the helicopters;obieem landed on the roof of
the Central Committee building. When the first demonaries reached the
platform, Nicolae Ceaescu, Elena Ceaescu as well as Emil Bobu and Manea
Manescu were already in the helicopter. A militamyajor David Aurel asked
them to stop:” Please, stop! Don’t get near!” Thaedidopter went up towards
Bulevardul Magheru (Magheru Avenue) not to flyotlee square full of people.

At 12:06, when Nicolae Cegescu left the Central Committee building,
which symbolised the vital centre of political powia Romania, the socialist
totalitarian regime had fallen down. Tens of thausaof people in the Piata
Palatului (Palace Square) watched the helicopter tdf and fly away with the
feeling they got rid of the cruelest dictator inrRania’s history. From another
helicopter flyers were thrown which read: "foanii v-au ademenitasfacei rau
tarii. Acestia doresc haosuki dezordinea, ca pe acest fond esucereast
Transilvania, Romania intreagOpriti agiunile nechibzuite pannu este prea
tarziu” (enemies deceived you into harming yourrdou They want chaos and
disorder so that they could conquer Transylvaria, whole Romania. Stop the
unreasonable actions before it is not too fate)

In order to avoid a state of confusion among thidiers, at 1:00 p.m.
general Sinculescu signed a phone note through which he eddérat the army
obeys the ministry of national defense dhly

Some minutes before Caagcu’s fall (at 2:00 Moscow time — 1:00 p.m.
Romania time) the Romanian ambassador lon Bucur sumsmoned at the
Ministry of foreign affairs where 1. P. Aboimov engssed the Soviet leadership
viewpoint in connection to the Romanian leader&esnent of December 20: “In
the spirit of honesty, characteristic for the relas between us, we would like to
express our surprise at the tone and statementdiegdJSSR’s role and position
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in connection to the events in Tignara. We strongly reject the statements
regarding the anti-Romanian campaign which wouke tplace in the USSR,
without mentioning the accusation according to Whithe actions against
Romania would be planned within the Warsaw PactchSeatatements are
unfounded and absolutely unacceptable. Similarlyueb are the statements of
some Romanian officials about USSR’s intentionstervene in Romania”. The
deputy of the foreign affairs minister reiteratée fact that his country observes
the principle of sovereignty, independence, equalitrights, non-interference in
interior matters, but as there were victims in Roiaathe Soviet citizens
expressed their “serious concern and profound t&€grédboimov wanted to
remind the fact that Soviet Union pronounced adaithe summoning of the
Security Council in connection to the events in Ram, considering that this
would mean interference in the interior mattera @vereign state on the part of
an international body. The Soviet diplomat conctuties statement by saying that
the Soviet Union wanted the further developmentedditions between the two
countries “in the interest of our peoples, of taase of peace and socialisth”

THE NEW POWER

On the day of December 22 1989 a part of the révmlaries were left in
the Central Committee building and in the tRi&alatului (Palace Square) and
others went to the national radio station and sothers to the television station.
The first to arrive at the TV building and to dissuwith the general manager
Petre Constantin the resumption of the broadcast W&zimir lonescu, Mihai
Voicu, Bebe Ivanovici. The news that Nicolae Gemgeu had fled away was
announced by the Romanian television at about 1p0@., through the
interventions of the actor lon Caramitru and thetpdlircea Dinescu. On the
national radio station the news was announced byakidru Mironov. In his turn,
Emanuel Valeriu sent, by phone, from Bucharest fite¢ report received by
“Radio Free Europe” which was broadcast immedidtely

The media played an exceptional role at the enBemfember 1989. The
news about Ceaascu’'s escape generated enormous enthusiasm alltloeve
country. The word “freedom” was on everybody’s Jipse people hugged one
another, cars with lights on honked announcingvibtry: “Ole, ole, Ceagescu
nu mai e!” (Hurray, hurray, Cegescu has gone).

As enthusiastic as the rest of the people weredpeesentatives of the
western states accredited to Bucharest as theydesed Ceagescu’s downfall
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was also due to them. The Dutch ambassador Coek, Stho was in the US
Embassy, was going to say: “I did not know what vgaéng to happen to
Ceagescu, but this had to be the end. We stood up5t6eambassadors who
were there, we hugged, it was an extremely movimpsphere®.

To express their opinions, some revolutionaries twenthe television
building and others to the radio station. This vedarting point for the live
broadcast of the revoluti6h Most of the revolutionaries stayed in the tRia
Palatului (Palace Square) to listen to the speedbigered from the balcony of
the Central Committee building. There was a masgeaoiple willing to express
their joy for the dictatorship overthrow, to thathle young, especially the students
for their sacrifice, to proclaim freedom, democracgppiness, trust in God. The
most active were some actors, directors and wribersthere were also those who
had opposed the Cegascu regime. Even some of the old party officials,
including members of the Executive Political Contget (Dumitru Popescu,
Gheorghe Rdulescu, Janos Fazekas) came to the televisioiorstizt condemn
the “horrible dictator”.

However, nobody assumed the responsibility to taker power in those
moments and to announce the program that had fubeto practice after the
overthrow of the Cegescu regime. At 1:30 p.m. generahr&tulescu signed a
phone note where he mentioned: Military units oa thhole territory of the
country withdraw in the barracks, calmly withoutoaling to be provoked,
disarmed or dispersed. Military units which arealed in front of county party
headquarters will calm down the spirits, withouinfy, then withdraw to the
barracks. Defense of the barracks and all militarigs should be organizedIn
another phone note, sent at the same time, geBtaradulescu said: “Only orders
coming from the minister of National Defense aré¢cexecuted?.

Taking into consideration the order, military commdars had to ensure
the defense of the civil location of extreme impade with armed units which
should not fire unless under attack by armed groupsorder to prioritize
necessities, military commanders should consult régresentatives of local
bodies. The military ensuring defense of these tiona should wear a tri-
coloured armband on the left arfth” On the basis of these phone notes, some
historians and laymen came to consider thah&itescu led a coup d’etat and
relying on the army support he took over politipalver in Romania.

An analysis of the situation, even a very supaficane, of that day of
December 22 1989 leads to the conclusion that llo@g notes mentioned before
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were the result of a situation which had not beeated by general Stanculescu
but by the masses which had gained power in tleetstrin this context, the army
could not confront hundreds of thousands of peatbley did not do it on the
morning of December 22, when Ceausescu was spibwer so they could not do
it now, when the feeling of victory gave the Ronzars even more courafe

At 1:30 p.m. Nicolae Ceausescu had abandoned pameehad no longer
the position of Supreme Commander of the army dhateneral secretary of the
Romanian Communist Party nor that of presidenthef $ocialist Republic of
Romania.

A coup d’etat means the deposition de factor ofi¢heer in power, but at
that moment Romania had no leader. As a consequgeneral Stanculescu had
nobody to have a coup against, as such an acewer-if that was his intention —
was useless. At 1:30, the one whom Geacu had verbally nominated as
minister of the National Defense issued an ordehéoarmy, which corresponded
to the logics of the moment.

What is significant is that general Stanculescttled Central Committee
building after making sure that the helicopter hgviNicolae and Elena
Ceausescu on board had left: as he confessed, de msaway in the crowds and
walked to the former headquarters of the minisfrpational defens8 on Valter
Maracineanu Street (near the Cismigiu Park) tcagedr and get to the minister of
national defense. It would a unique case in hystor the author of a coup d’etat
to mingle with the crowds as nobody although he fifzs master” the leader who
with a blow had thrown over a whole political reginAfter “the author” of the
coup d’etat managed to get a car, he went to tmstry of national defense in
Drumul Taberei neighborhood where he got rid of phester. From now on, he
performed his function as a minister under the d¢@ms where the designated
minister General Vasile Milea was dead and Gerfstaflan Gusa — the chief of
General Staff — had not arrived from Timisoara yet.

General Stanculescu used the fact that he wasdistity of the minister
and that he had been nominated by Nicolae Ceausdsswrder referred to the
army action which had to guard civil locations pesial importance and not to
fire when attacked. The author of the “coup d’etéitf not take any office nor did
he appoint anyone to lead the government or otl@itigal-administrative
structures. On the contrary, he required the mylitommanders to consult with
the representatives of the local bodies on whohe-atithor of the “coup d’etat” —
he had no influence.
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From the moment Nicolae Ceausescu left the Ce@Gwatmittee building
— the symbol and the true vital centre of powere-cbauld no longer perform any
of his constitutional prerogatives. Ceausescu wa$ only the supreme
commander of the army and the chairman of the Befé€@ouncil of the Socialist
Republic of Romania but the president of the Rapudoid of the State Council,
he named and fired ministers, members of the Supreémnbunal, he established
diplomatic rank®, etc. As general secretary of the Romanian Conshéarty,
Ceausescu watched over all party bodies and omgamis, including the first
county secretaries who were at the same time thiencén of the county counsels.
To reduce the Ceausescu’s positions and powernalitary dimension, in order
to justify “the coup d’etat” is very simplistic. @asescu could not exercise his
power not because Stanculescu sent an order tartimg but because due to the
huge popular pressure, he had to leave the hdalgeafountry.

It is a well-known fact in history that a personowrganizes a coup d’etat
addresses the citizens immediately, announcing ttiexh he took over power
under those exceptional circumstances; after thmgwhe whole blame on the
overthrown one, he launches a document or at $easé slogans as to the way of
his future actions; the population is required ancdown by being assured that
everything will be alright and there is a new eatsg in the country’s history.
In reality, on December 22 1989, general Stanculeid not go to the radio
station or to the television station to make sushoaincements but he stayed in
his office in the ministry of national defense twsare the operational leadership
of the army and, firstly, to avoid confrontation tween military and
demonstrators. In fact, general Stanculescu did shmw any propensity for
becoming a political leader, he did not addressciki#¢ state structures but he
waited for the development of events in order toabehe disposal of the new
leadership of the country by ensuring the armyispsut. At 1:30 p.m. there was
no leadership to whom he could speak; in fact tineae a void of power and the
situation in the country could not be kept undantod. The state of elation was
induced from Bucharest through the radio and telexiwhere several citizens —
of different professions and levels of intellectaahievement — who, all of them,
expressed their joy that Romania had become actreptry and there was an era
of prosperity and happiness starting for the pedplall counties there were such
demonstrations but the population watched the ahjot see what was going to
happen.
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The officials at the leadership of the country, mies and communes
elected or named during Ceausescu’s time couldongelr exercise their duties
being annihilated through the people’s actions thed broken into the party
committees’ headquarters and the people’s coubsdidings. Each town had its
own “balcony” where people delivered speeches, réelutionaries announcing
the victory against dictatorship, the beginningaohew era in the history of
Romania, based on democracy and freedom.

Taking into consideration this reality, the statemaccording to which
general Stanculescu became the leader, by meats ofup d’etat” is really
fantastic. At that time, Romania had no state aitthteft. The headquarters of
leading bodies were occupied by demonstrators wlestrayed Nicolae
Ceausescu’s portraits, pulled down slogans andavttite former dictator’'s books
out in the streets. Even if he had the intentiortale the state power, general
Stanculescu had nobody he could address to exieisubeders.

General Stanculescu’s merit is that, during thosenents when the army
was left without a minister, as his nomination bigdlae Ceausescu had not been
made public, assumed the responsibility to takemsand and he ordered the
withdrawal of the military to the barracks. Sucbgslns “armata e cu noi!” (the
army is on our side) could be heard but nobody dcoekclude possible
provocation leading to incidents and even to vibleanfrontations between
civilians and military with disastrous consequeniceghe country.

Military discipline requires a commander who givaslers come which
are to be executed by everybody in lower ranks.

Under the conditions where General Stefan Gusa <€titef of the General
Staff and the rightful deputy of the minister otioaal defense — had not arrived
from Timisoara, the military body had to have adkraand general Stanculescu
assumed this responsibility.

However, the situation was not very clear. Gen8tahculescu had been
named minister of national defense through a vedsder given by Nicolae
Ceaygescu without making this nomination known to thenarcommanders and
other leading factors. Normally, after Milea’s deatihe position of minister was
occupied by the chief of General Staff and manyegals knew that Stefan &
was the one to give orders. Coming back from Jamia, Gga installed himself
in the Central Committee headquarters and notemimistry of national defense
and his effort to communicate with the commandeas usele$s. The television
channel announced that the minister of nationadrtef was general Militaru and
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many generals and officers considered themselvesnamders giving orders to
different units, when to go to barracks and whemtwe through Bucharest to
defend the Revolution. This explains the confusaon the contradictory orders
which puzzled the ones who had to obey them. Adtdering the withdrawal to

the barracks, another order asked the army to dwank in the streets to defend
important locations in the cities.

Many of those who had spoken from the balcony oa @entral
Committee building, on the radio and on televissmmounced the setting up of a
new government and the drawing up of a revolutipnaogram. Among these,
the former Prime Minister Constantinag¥ilescu who was jeered by the
demonstrators and made to resign, llie Verda former prime minister as well —
but the people did not allow him to speak. At tlegtain moment, somebody
shouted “Let’s Corneliu Mhescu come and make the government”; he had been a
foreign affairs minister and had signed “The letikthe six” in March 1989, as a
result being “kept” on the outskirts of Bucharest.

Several attempts to create a government could ée e the corridors of
the Central Committee building, the televisionistatand even in the streets; they
did not last more than a few minutes. In his fieevised intervention Mircea
Dinescu announced: In ten minutes we are goingréadeast an appeal to the
population!” But that appeal which should have beeprogram was not made
anymore.

At 2:00 p.m., captain of | rank Constantin Ciconiitrescu spoke from
Studio 4 of the Television station: “I ask comrabb lliescu, one of my
colleagues* to come to the television! We must, @ies, organize ourselvés!
Writing about those events, lon lliescu said: “Thement | decided to go to the
television building, my choice was simple: | wantedbe present at the scene of
events | had expected and | considered decisivéhodestiny of the country. [
...] Seeing this enormous release of energy | saihyself that the most urgent
thing to do was to give coherence to the spontaemavement of the masses, to
avoid chaos and anarchy, to create a nucleus aratnnch to regroup all the
forces capable to orient the wishes of the crowtkta organize their actions in a
political program with unitary directiorf® lon lliescu’s apparition at the
television station, a few hours after Nicolae Gesuu’'s escape, was welcomed
with enthusiasm by Teodor Brates who had taken olerleadership of the
programs in studio 4. Along the years, lon lliebad made friends from among
those he had worked with in the Students’ AssammatiUnion, the Propaganda
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section of the Central Committee of RCP, the patiyymittees in Timis and lasi,
the National Council for Waters, the Tehnica pubhg house; a music and
theatre lover, he had acquaintances in the worlartidts and many intellectuals.
There is no wonder that, among those who were pregdethe television station
on the afternoon of December 22 1989 lon lliescs i@ best-known and most
appreciated political figure.

Endowed with a real political touch, he understabdt he had to get
involved in the organization of the new power stmoe in order to avoid the
extension of chaos in the country. He spoke at .35 and after hailing the
overthrow of Ceagescu the dictator he said: “Our people must proaéunty in
these moments, so that we can reorganize ourselves democratic basis. We
will set up a committee of national salvation tingrorder.®®

He summoned all “those responsible who can cort&ibto this
constructive work” come to the Central Committee5d10 p.m.” We need to
organize ourselves, in a National Salvation Congrit\We need to draw up an
action plan”. So, from his first public apparitidon lliescu behaved as a political
leader, determined to assume responsibility forattganization of Romania on a
democratic basis.

From the television building, lliescu went to thdnistry of national
defense where he discussed with gener@lcsiescu. Later on, lliescu said: “He
offered us shelter and the first items of inforroati | realized that the only
institution we could rely on, under those condiiomas the Army. There was the
special phone network which covered the whole ahRoia.®*

General Victor Sinculescu was to relate this moment as followsofd t
Sergiu Nicolaescu | would send an APC to the tslewi station to take them from
there as | could offer them protection at the ntigisf national defense. And then
they came to the ministry lliescu and Nicolaescthwioican and another one
who kept holding his shotgun on the chest, Montand the adjutant told them:
<don’t go in there with arms, the armament staygheThen lliescu asked me:
<what is the situation?> and | answered: <| caruengour security and peace
and | offer you the Military Council hall>. “Genératanculescu said that “lliescu
did not know what to ask, and | told him that tliteiegion at that hour was the
following — the army was back in the barracksepeaat — | can assure your safety
and we will not take the army out of the barracksia’.
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When asked by Dinuagaru: “How did you treat him? As a possible leader
of the Revolution”, Sinculescu answered: “I considered that he couldhee t
leader. [...]. | trusted him, this was the truth, il chot tell him: <take the
command and get to work> but | let him do it hisnoway, so it was not <I
nominate you and pay attention to what you aregmmdo from now on...I don’t
know what>". The general explained: “all the timaslsured them food and in the
Council hall they had mattresses, beds and | attlerd all to sleep in the ministry
that night®2.

General Sinculescu’s story, related in 2004, contains twooirect
elements: those mentioned did not come to the Rkynisf National Defense
brought in an APC but they traveled in normal céngy stayed for the night of
December 22/23 at the television station and didslezp in the ministry. But as a
whole the statement is correct: namely, in the tmysiof minister of national
defense, the general offered lon lliescu and*Hislowers’ personal protection,
the hall where they could have their discussioosdfand shelter. In spite of all
this, the idea was that on that first meeting “dreny gave the power to lon
lliescu.”

In order to hand over the power, the army shoukkhaad that power,
control the situation in the country, the state yoathould be functional and
comply with the orders given by generabri®tulescu. It is certain that on the
afternoon of December 22, the old state mechanisirmat work anymore, and
the new power was still inexistent.

In that atmosphere of general confusion, Victodn8ulescu took an
important decision: he offered the new power that wonsolidating, under the
leadership of lon Iliescu the army support, theyaordtional institution which kept
its organizational structure and which acted in plamce with the orders of the
minister of national defense. Moreover, he offetieel necessary logistics from
phone network to beds to sleep in.

By his decision to take over the command of the Raan army in a
decisive moment, general VictoraBtulescu linked his name to the victory of the
revolution of December 1989. There is no neednieent data and historical
realities to attribute him actions he did not dd aets he did not commit. General
Stanculescu placed himself at the disposal of the rmwer which was
constituted on the evening of December 22 and ¢&ddts decisions.

Coming back to the development of the events, walshmention the fact
that, in the atmosphere of elation and dissolubiostate authority in many places,
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different individuals started to break in shoppéesally the food ones) and steal
products. Even in the building of the Central Comteai filing cabinets were

broken, lamps and telephones were stolen, and tsawys¥e taken away by “the
revolutionaries”. The soldiers who were inside badding had left their positions

and left behind armament and ammunition. Takings tldhance, many

revolutionaries took the arms to defend themseivele event of an attack from
the Securitate.

Very soon, rumors started to spread, which couidl [ believed as
nobody expected Nicolae Ceascu to have abandoned power for good. The one
who was the first to launch the idea that the netvoh was in danger was general
Nicolae Militaru: he came at the Television statiah about 2:00 p.m. and
addressed an appeal to “ comrades generals whpdsatbns of responsibility in
the Romanian army — naming generak&Eftimescu, Topliceanu, a.s.o — asking
them:” Stop the massacre! Give orders to stop thedshed!®*. The appeal was
surprising, as everywhere there was an atmosphierlaton and no armed
incident took place. Gener8tefan Guya, the chief of General Staff was to say
that Nicolae Militaru “had a previously well-desagh plan” with a view to
destabilizing the army and “taking some heads down.

Dressed in a general’s uniform, giving orders t® @anmy although he had
no right, Nicolae Militaru’s statements could seeredible.* In the following
hours such appeals intensified; Teodor Brates,oYitbnescu, Petru Popescu,
Cornelius Reianu, George Marinescu and other anchors but difter
revolutionaries from studio 4 asked the populationcome to defend the
television building. The same state of mind wasucstl at the radio station.
Mircea Munteanu, Viorel Popescu and other emplopédkis institution, as well
as revolutionaries who were allowed to use the opicone launched appeals to
the population to be vigilant. At about 3:00 p.mon| Popescu addressed the
following appeal: Citizens of Bucharest, we areoinied that the Radio
broadcasting studios are in danger. We urge yaomee in the streets, to defend
the Radio building in Nuferilor Street. We needkieep the victory we have
obtained with our sacrifice, dear citizens of Rormhon’t let the victory slip
away! Now or never, liberty must be installed innfRamia![...] Romanian officers
and soldiers, order enforcing people, citizens oflarest, defend these strategic
locations which are the radio and the Romaniarvigten ! Build a living wall
around these important means of communication anmah@f us, Romanian
brothers! We must defend the people’s victotyAt 5:00 p.m. the same anchor
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announced that in the RaaPalatului (Palace Square) “terrible fighitstbok place
and he appealed to truck drivers to come and sadrdle radio building so that
terrorists could not get close.

The population was impelled to defend the revoluand to fight against
terrorists who could have hidden in blocks of flatssbasements and were ready
to blow the buildings up. In that atmosphere, maitigens went to the enterprises
and institutions where they worked, took the arnisthe patriotic guards
(constituted in August 1968) and went out in threeds; some got arms from the
military themselves. At crossroads and around therhuildings — first the radio
building and the television building — teams ofalenionaries were set up with a
tri-colored armband on the arm who started to chikekpopulation for guns and
grenades or other arms dangerous for the revoluiiba whole country seemed
to sink into chaos. Everything that meant authordgder, and discipline was
expressions used by the dictatorship, state prppesis Ceagescu’'s and was
worth destroying. In many localities the shop wiwdowere broken to pieces and
everything that could be held in the arms from canfur coats was stolen; not
few workers took goods belonging to the enterprisere they worked; the
peasants started to ransack the Agricultural priolucooperatives taking cattle,
horses, sheep, cars, etc.

After a short stop in Snagov, Nicolae and ElenaugEstu headed to
Targovkte. At a certain moment, the pilot Vasile Malutamaunced that the
helicopter had been discovered. They did not hapecaise destination and the
statements according to which there was a “ZZ plagarding the head of state
evacuation to a certain locality with all the nexsy equipment to lead the
resistance fight in order to come back to powenszEto be a phantasy.*. Such a
plan was under discussion in 1968 after Czechokla\ginvasion, but it never
became a reality. In fact Cemscu was abandoned by all his collaborators,
including the pilot Vasile Mluta who announced that the helicopter had been
discovered and there was the danger to be shot.démnlae Ceagescu accepted
to land on the Bucusg-Titu highway where he got off with his wife.
Immediately, the helicopter took off, the two remag to “hitch-hike”. They
went in a doctor’s car to theadaresti commune, then in another car which took
them to the Centre for Plants Protection near Tagtg From there they were
taken by two militia officers who transported thémthe Ratoaia forest next to
Bocsani commune where they got off at about 2:30 p.m.
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During all this time, the radio and television kioast the most
unbelievable rumors about Cgascu: they ran to Iran or North Korea, they took
refuge in the mountains and they intended to conaek bto Bucharest
accompanied by many Securitate officers and testioto smother the revolution;
he would be helped by foreign armies; helicoptemiiag from the Black Sea
were identified; Romania was on the verge of fareiggression.

The Vacaresti local government, finding out about whom thaspective
doctor had transported, phoned the television ameiog that the Ceaascus
headed towards Targoviste. From that moment orguémgons started as to the
place where Ceaascu established himself in order to lead the reimi
repression action. In reality, the two were leftRatoaia forest until 5:30 p.m.
when they were transported to the Militia countgpectorate; they arrived to the
Inspectorate at about 6:00 p.m.

After a short while, Nicolae and Elena Cgescu were taken by two army
officers and led to the Military unit whose commandvas Colonel Andrei
Kemenici. They stayed in that unit, under protectiantil their execution on
December 25.

On the afternoon of December 22, in the whole agutitere was great
enthusiasm that, at last, the Romanians had esddiptdorship and they were
free. The county, town and even commune commitigese ransacked, the
political leaders were sent away and some of theznevweven arrested. The
revolution had covered, practically the whole of nkmia. The Securitate
headquarters were in the centre of the revolutieramattention but there —
according to the order given by general lulian Viathe armament was in the
store room, the file cabinets were sealed, nobedgted to defend Cegascd®.
Obviously, the “whole nation” was concentrated ataehing Bucharest where the
television and the radio continued to broadcasedpes. Among the speakers on
TV there was the patriarch of the Romanian Ortho@wurch, His Holiness
Teoctist who stated that it was impossible that ¢harch through her leaders
should be present in those grandiose moments irhidtery of the Romanian
people; he expressed his adherence to the momeritegpealed to the hierarchs,
priests and believers of the Romanian Orthodox €&hto collaborate and follow
the instructions of the local committees so th& fhiece of work be completed
so that all the actions be fulfilled, historicatam the history of our peoplé®

Getting to the Central Committee after 5:00 p.nm. lleescu addressed the
crowds announcing the constitution of “the Natio8alvation Front council. We
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will draw up organizational measures, provisional the moment, for the
organization, leadership, public administrationcantral and local level, in all
counties [...] Our purpose is to build a new struetaf the political power [...].
We will create provisional structures to ensure filrectioning of the society, to
prepare free elections, to prepare a life whereptiwple are the decision factor,
the leading factor of public life®®

From the two interventions on the television andh@ Palace Square we
can conclude that, on the one hand, lon lliescuegision to assure the
reorganization of the society, on the other hahd{ the moment Cegescu fell,
no necessary documents were prepared and no peepée designated to take
over the power.

The name of the new organization — the Nationav&min Front —
suggested the idea of the Romanian people unitinstghe dictatorship, at the
same time being opposed to the single party, whbdpeerated in Romania over
the last decades. In other socialist countries ¢iaglovakia, D. R. Germany)
they preferred the name of Forum, based on cidilety, but in Romania the civil
society was inexistefit.

The appeal sent by lon lliescu through the telewisivas answered by
several people. In the Central Committee buildmgether with lon lliescu there
were Silviu Brucan, Petre Roman, General Nicolaktdu, General Stefan Gusa,
Gelu Voican-Voiculescu, Captain Mihai Lupoi, Colbrigarcalabescu, Dumitru
Apostoiu. Gheorghe Apostol — a former party activisvanted to join the group
but he was turned down. It is not clear which thieega for the selection were. In
fact, Gheorghe Apostol had signed “Scrisoarea o&lqiThe Letter of the 6) as
well as Brucan who now played the role of revolatsoideologue. Petre Roman
would write: “While we were still in the Central @umnittee building, they
announced that Gheorghe Apostol had arrived. Weeélised him [...]. At a
certain moment they announced Corneliu Coposu &gl could say a word. <
Let him go away> shouted, almost simultaneously@8i@anu and lliescu. | kept
silent”, his excuse being that he did not know hmg Coposu’s past. Later he
found out, so in 1994 he could appreciate: “Nownl @nvinced that, at that very
moment, the revolution took a wrong tuff.”

On another occasion, Petre Roman would say thatdbee took place in
the Television building. “I remember that we wetdlee television headquarters,
an imposing man appeared, dressed in a grey overatizer old-fashioned, with
a lamb black fur hat, well thrust on his head arttenvsomebody said he was
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Coposu there was a negative reaction. | had nottrbeidge. < Let him go away>
shouted, almost simultaneously Bééanu and lliescu. | kept silerft1t is worth
mentioning that the National Peasants’ Party lea@erneliu Coposu, who
repeatedly spoke about his activity on Decembefl 229, did ever mention his
visit to the Central Committee building or inside ttelevision building. He stated
that on that afternoon he went to the televisioflding:” When | got there,
although some of our friends were already insidene of them is the present
general secretary of our party [P.N.T.C.D.] *(Chas-Democratic National
Peasants' Party) - lliescu himself allowed himdest+ access to Studio 4 was
restricted. |1 sent word through several people dvknwho had entrance permit
that |1 was there and | wanted to get to lliescu waol already spoken to the
people. | could not get inside. | sent a noteiasdu but he did not answer it. | did
not insist anymore®

So, Coposu could not get into the television buoddand he could not
address the Romanians as the leader of the Natlemdants’ Party and Petre
Roman’s stories proved to be unreliable.

At the television headquarters, a certain selectbrthose who were
allowed to speak in Studio 4, Teodorat®s being the one who approved the
person. It is not clear which the criteria for gedection were (among those who
got in the building but were not allowed to speakrevAlexandru Dighici,
Gheorghe Apostol, Dumitru Popescu and other comstlgaders).

In a very uncertain atmosphere — when everybodigespad did not listen
to the others, and the door to the studio was flispen by people who wanted to
take part in that meeting — the founding documédrthe Romanian Revolution
was drawn ufy. lon lliescu proposed the new leading body béedaFrontul
Salharii Nationale (The National Salvation Front) with a courtoi ensure the
achievement of proposed objectives. General Milimrggested that the body “be
a party and state body”, but Petre Roman repliedt party and state, in any case.
It sounds like hell”. lliescu said that FSN was staucture of the new power”.
Petre Roman and Nicolae Militaru proposed that tbanding document
comprises: “The Council of the National Salvatiawri, led by lon lliescu” but
Silviu Brucan replied: “I don’t think it will workwith only one person”. lon
lliescu found out that Dumitru Mazilu had a “textd he proposed he was brought
to that discussion in the Central Committee buddin

According to his words, Dumitru Mazilu was arrestadthe morning of
December 22 and transported, handcuffed and gadgedlexandria®® After
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finding out about Nicolae Cegescu’s escape, the Securitate officers released him
and brought him back at about 4:30 p.m. When inhBuest, Dumitru Mazilu
went home where his wife had the document the psofehad written and the
Securitate people could not find. Then, he werRitga Palatulli’. He delivered

a speech from the balcony of the Central Commitigling at about 5:30 p.m.
announcing a platform —program to lay the basetlier Civic Foruni®, name
inspired by the events that had taken place in I@xdovakia.

On the afternoon of December 22 the first newsgagedicated to the
revolution could be read: “Libertatea” (the freedom the new name of
“Informatia Bucurestilor” (Bucharest news) and “St@a Poporului” (The
people’s spark) — “Scanteia” (the Spark) up to thmaiment where the people’s
victory against the dictatorship was hailed. In&8@ia Poporului” was written:
“The Revolution has won! Now we need reason, caiigilance for the defense
of freedom and national values”. It is obvious tlea that the Romanians had
made a “revolution” was used even then, immediatétgr Nicolae Ceaescu
escape.

At sunset, shootings started in the square in fobtihte Central Committee
building. Who was firing, by whose order, what whs purpose of that violence
after Ceagescu’s departure it is not clear and it was natfad. It was thought
that they were Securitate officers devoted to @esau, but further investigation
could not confirm the statement. The documents stiaivgeneral Vlad ordered
the Securitate to lay down their arms. It was raggible to demonstrate that the
Securitate opened fire against the demonstratorthatr they had acted like
fanatics for Ceaescu’s defense. It is true that according to ctileqpsychology
Ceauyescu kept his power with the help of the Securitdie kept under terror the
Romanians and it was impossible that the Secuntatdd not fight to bring the
party general secretary back to power. In fact thas the very reason for the
existence of the Securitate — to defend Geseu and his overthrow meant the
Securitate was left without “the object of theirnwb That is why Ceagescu had
to be brought back in power and the Securitate ireth@ main institution of his
regime.

After the revolution the idea arose that the tésterwere controlled by the
new power led by lon lliescu in order to justifyetk coup d’etat » and appear as
saviors of Romania threatened by a civil war. Theege opinions according to
which it a scenario was prepared abroad, aiminBahania’s dismemberment.
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Before archive documents in the country and in rotberopean states and the
United States get investigated, this matter cabeatlarified.

The propaganda made by Radio Free Europe and &iheign radio
stations as well as the way in which political leedin the West reacted clearly
shows that a confrontation between the Securitatethe Army was expected.
The radio stations and several political leaderthen West stated that Romania
was coping with a fight between Security people,tbe one hand, and the
military that were supporting the revolutionaries, the other hand. When the
scenario proved to be unreal, those who shot atitizens were no longer called
“securitate” but “terrorists”. The latter — the nmnists — were a kind of
superhumans, specially trained to smother the wéiool and make as many
victims as possible. In those heated days the atlese that the “terrorists” were
fanatic Romanians ready to commit abominable crimtesh everything into
bloodshed to get Cegescu back in power. It was also stated that therserists
were Arabs, especially Libyans who had been traineRomania to become a
kind of “killers”, associated with mercenaries whiere paid huge sums of money
to defend Ceaescu. In order not to lose their privileges theteddike blind
robots, killing anybody in the streets being coastdl Ceagescu’s enemy. “The
terrorists” were everywhere: in the building of t@entral Committee, of the
television, of the radio, on the roofs of residetedldings, under staircases, in
basements, as well as in cemeteries, hiding inlyawaiults or behind crosses to
shoot at revolutionaries and citizens in order n@ate panic and lead to a civil
war. An analysis regarding the messages receivelebgrmy between December
22-31, 1989 shows that most messages were sentnigehtified persons” and
“anonymous persons” and their contents proved talse.

The team who assumed the responsibility to taker dRemania’s
leadership went from the Central Committee buddito the Ministry of National
Defense where there was a communications systewiafji connections to the
whole national territory; at the same time, the yamras an organized structure,
which the new power could rely on. Generaln8tlescu ensured the leadership
of the army and the permanent contact with the fie@dhe Revolution with the
help of Mihai Montanu. The Military Command of tRevolution was created on
an ad-hoc basis in order to ensure the coordinati@ctivities in the territory.

The activity to formulate the platform-program daned in the television
building with Dumitru Mazilu’'s text as a basis awith several amendments and
additions written by Silviu Brucan. At lon lliesau’ proposal there were
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introduced new chapters as follows: dissolutioralbfexisting power structures;
maintained of central and local administration luekections; completion of the
Council of the National Salvation Front and thectte of local provisional
organs. Late at night, at about 11:35 p.m. lorsdiieread this document, entitled
“Comunicatul catre tara al Consiliului Frontului I&aii  Nationale”
(communicate to the people by the Council of theiddal Salvation Frontf
starting as follows: “Citizens, we a living a hisgtomoment. The Ceaascu clan
who brought the country to disaster was overthrowhs act meant “a new leaf
in the political and economic life of Romania”.

The communicate brought to the knowledge of thdipupinion: “at this
moment of challenges we have decided to constihgéNational Salvation Front
which is supported by the Romanian army and whatheys the country’s solid
forces, irrespective of nationality, all the growpbko courageously rose to the
defense of liberty and dignity during the yearsadélitarian tyranny.”

The FSN objective was “the installation of demogrdiberty and dignity
of the Romanian people”. The dissolution of all powtructures was announced;
the government was considered dissolved, the &atmcil and its institutions
ceased their activity. “The whole state power ketaover by the Council of the
National Salvation Front” which subordinates thep&ior Military Council,
ministries and central organs, “to ensure the abrdevelopment of economic
and social life”. In the territory there were goitggbe created county, municipal,
town and communal councils of the National Salvatisont “as organs of the
local power”. The militia was called to “enforceetpublic order together with the
citizens’ committees”. These bodies had to takeadlessary measures “to ensure
the supply of the population with food, electrigityeating and water, to ensure
transport, medical assistance and the whole comaheetwork”.

There followed ten key articles which establishied direction to which
Romania had to follow. From a political point oew, even from the very first
article it was stated: “the abolishment of a singlerty leadership and the
establishment of a democratic pluralistic governsiygtem”. Thus, the socialist-
totalitarian system which had been establishedam&hia since 1948 was put to
an end and a new democratic regime was settledthiéovalidation of the new
regime there were necessary free elections, dutieg month of April. An
extremely important article mentioned: “the separaibf legislative, executive
and judicial powers in the state” — one of the fmeéntal features of any
democratic regime. Taking into consideration theagion created after 1948, the
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document mentioned “the election of all politicahtlers for one or at most two
mandates. Nobody can pretend to have power fdt lifiee name of the country
was Romania, giving up the title of “Republica S&tista” (socialist republic)
adopted in 1965 at Nicolae Cegascu’'s proposal. At the same time, the
constitution of a committee for the drawing up bk tnew Constitution was
announced, to start work as soon as possible.

As regards the economy, they thought of “its redtning” on the basis of
“profitability and efficiency” criteria; they did ot use the name of market
economy but only that kind of economy relied on thiéeria mentioned above.
“The promotion of free initiative and competitiom ithe leadership of all
economic sectors” was required, the eliminatiorfaafministrative-bureaucratic
methods of economic centralized management”. Andiste element aimed at
“the restructuring of agriculture and the suppdrthe peasant small production”,
which meant the abolishment of collectivizationiasras made between 1949—
1962, following important pressures and violencaiag} the peasantry.

The document tackled the issues of education artireuas well.
Education had to be reorganized “according to cuoptgary requirements.
Education had to be reestablished on a democraitt lumanist basis”.
“Ideological dogma had to be eliminated as theydpoed so much damage to the
Romanian people and the promotion of true humanitydlues was required”.
Under the conditions of those days, the “dogma#rred to the monopoly of
dialectical and historic materialism, Marxism-Lesm ideology, imposed
through the education law of 1948, as well as tpenong to new values,
irrespective of their ideological connotation. “Thalimination of lies and
imposture and the establishment of criteria of cetmpce and justice in all
domains of activity” meant the abandonment of oh¢he totalitarian society’s
shortcomings, dominated by bias and arbitrary; wloed “imposture” aimed at
Elena Ceagescu, who had become member of the Romanian Acaderdy
“scientist of international renown” although hevéé of intellectual development
was quite poor. The same idea was found in” theagament of the press, the
radio, the television from the hands of a tyraninfemily to the hands of the
people”; the family they referred to was that ofctdlae Ceagescu. “The
foundation of the national culture on a new bagisgant no politicization
accepted. For national minorities it was requirdae“observance of rights and
liberties” and “the insurance of complete equallityights with the Romanians”.
Taking into consideration the lack of food, heatimgd electricity, the
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communicate required “the organization of commestegting from covering the
basic needs of Romania’s population”; in order totdat “we will stop food
export, we will reduce the export of oil produatencentrating on the people’s
requirements of heating and electricity”.

As regards foreign policy the document included gghemotion «of good
neighborhood relations, friendship and peace invioeld”, the observance of
international agreements, first the ones regardiveg Warsaw Pact. This Pact
existed since 1955 and no member state had repddiatilaterally* so that
Romania could not do it. At the same time, Romavéa on the way to “access
the process of constitution of one united Europe,dommon European home of
all the continent’s peoples”. The idea of a “comnteuropean home” was first
launched by the French President Charles de Ganllelater appropriated by
other political leaders, including Mikhail Gorbaehe

The internal and foreign policy was subordinated«tbe needs and
interests of the development of the human beirgyfult observance of rights and
liberties, including of the right of free movementThey have been the
Romanians’ desires for several decades, and “fl@eement”, including the right
to emigrate was a very pressing demand for whicsteve governments and the
representatives of civil societies in the respectistates campaigned for.
Moreover, the communicate expressed the FSN will@store the civil society in
Romania, guaranteeing the triumph of democracyertyh dignity for all the
inhabitants of the country”.

From the analysis of this document we could corelticht, in Romania,
the Revolution had a radical character from theyJeeginning, skipping a
perestroika stage as in the other socialist camtiThe whole foundation of the
totalitarian state, starting with the single pangs torn down and a pluralistic,
democratic society was on its WayAlthough the anti-communist character of
the Revolution was not openly stated, this fact alaar from the wording in the
communicate. The Romanian Communist Party, unghtfthe leading political
force” disappeared in a de facto manner from thgesof history. In all the other
socialist states, the communist parties had chatig@dname and continued to be
in power, together with other political forces.the Soviet Union, the Communist
Party was still the only political governing party.

To go on, lon lliescu read the names of those wlkamlenup the FSN
Council. There were well-known people who had addpa critical attitude
towards the policy promoted by Nicolae Cgzscu: Doina Cornea, Ana
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Blandiana, Mircea Dinescu, Laszlo Tokes, DumitruzMga Dan Desliu, Aurel
Dragos Munteanu and other intellectuals: lon CatramniSergiu Nicolaescu,
Domokos Geza; former party activists who had beemgmalized by Nicolae
Ceagescu: Corneliu Manescu, Alexandru Barladeanu, &ilfdrucan, Dan
Martian; generals: Stefan Gusa, Victorar®ulescu; revolutionaries who just
entered the political life: Petre Roman, Gelu Vais&iculescu, Cazimir lonescu,
Mihai Montanu, Adrian Sarbu, Bogdan Teodoriu, a.8®a whole 35 people, the
“last on the list” according to his own expresslming lon lliescu. Many of the
above mentioned found out they were members ircd@cil from the television
programs. The fact that the document did not marfimisoara at all and that the
FSN council did not include any Tigmara representative created a state of
frustration for the people in Banat which was gadiagieepen over the period to
come.

The events eluded some of the provisions in thenconicate. On the very
day of December 22, 1989, Romania’s borders weenexqh, thus ensuring free
movement in both directions (without a passpott\wés a necessary measure,
especially from a psychological point of view: tRemanians had desired free
movement abroad for decades. On the one hand, sygemial events happen in a
state, the borders are always close in order ttralosny movement in and out of
the country very strictly. After December 22, inrRania there arrived hundreds
of journalists as well as trucks with humanitargd for the population which
were not customs checked. Under these conditioiffereht objects could be
brought in the country, arms including, numerouspbe could enter freely,
including spies.

It is possible the latter working hand in hand wittrmer Romanian
Securitate have contributed to the deepening ofethgion in the country over the
following period.

At the same time, it is possible that they hadla no the bankruptcy of
many enterprises which were privatized for pricdscv did not cover the value
of the land. It is clear that many “fake tycoondiavappeared after the revolution
came from among former Securitate people.

For reasons still unknown, after the launchinghed® ESN communicate,
the situation in the country kept worsening. Thees a maddening atmosphere,
the television spreading the rumor that terroristso had pledged loyalty to
Nicolae Ceagescu did not want to lay down their arms and wartesimother the
revolution in bloodshed and to bring the formertatior back to power. Romania
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had changed into a war field where the army coméathe population on the one
hand, with terrorists and Securitate on the otlaerdh It was stated that there was
a scenario according to which the Securitate hatetdlamed for the killings
among the civilians and as a result it had to Issalved, so that the Romanian
state be left without an intelligence service, esy in those confusing
moments. General lulian Vlad outmaneuvered this phkaordering all units and
military in the Securitate to lay down their armsdanot act in any way.
Extremely confusing situations were created eveiheénheadquarters of the Party
Central Committee. Dumitru Mazilu would recall: “8t00 p.m., on the night of
December 23/24 there arrived at the headquartertheofformer CC PCR A
COMMANDO (this is the form in the text). Several wa people were shot
between the eyes in the dark. The lights had beened off.”* Another
participant in the revolution would write: “It wagal madness at the CC. The
light would go on and off and they would shoot adom. We wanted to go to
the basement, as we were told that the terroristddiblow up the telephone call
centre. We couldn’t get down too many steps thagwotefired at. We went to a
room on the ground floor where a lot of people amhy parachutists could be
found. At a certain moment, the light went off. Téevas chaos. They started to
shoot around the roonf?

Due to this uncontrollable situation, there werehsaases as the one in
which an old lady coming from the market was suppa® have grenades in her
shopping bag, another one had bullets — as a rdst were retained by the
revolutionaries; a young man wearing a training sais sure to be a terrorist — as
a result he was shot in the tramway stop inaPidoghiorg (Moghiorg Square) —
Drumul Taberei neighborhood (the person was ruglayer Durbac from the
CCA Sports Club — The Army Central House). A simtlagic end had the actor
Horia Gaciulescu who was heading towards Palatul Telefaan@he Telephone
Palace) to talk to a relative who had come fronoafirbut he did not stop the car
when summoned and got shot. The Romanian Free iSielev kept on
broadcasting “terrorist” acts and even presentadesterrorists who had been
caught, being severely wounded; in hospital theyewieed to the bed not to run
away and later to be judged by the people.

In fact, besides the dispute which took place atill ke place,
something is is still an enigma of the Romanian dRevon of December 1989.
The army won, eventually, a war but they cannotvglagy they beat.
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Virgil M agureanu, the first head of the Romanian Intellige@®rvice
(1990 — 1997) stated in an interview for Dennis dbaht in December 1994,
partially broadcast by BBC: "We don’t have any datxording to which this
interference [foreign] really took place” but tHa@ur supposition - and we have
enough data to consider this supposition correctvas then [in December 1989]
and it is still today that they acted at the comchahsome people, from abroad,
well equipped with armament and who got involvedhie weakest points of the
events in Bucharest and in the territory. Of coutkeir purpose was to create
chaos and to lead to the worsening of the situadioth of our internal balance.
After which, on command again, they were withdrasenthat no traces could be
found [of the terrorists]”. According to him, it waa "concerted, well-managed
action including the withdrawal without any tracest | think it was impossible
to do without accomplices from the insid&”

In his turn, general prosecutor general Dan Voirethe head of the
military prosecutors’ offices who investigated tRevolution files — stated at a
symposia organized in Tigoara in December 1999:” We reached a surprising
conclusion: that in fact there were no terroriss®, until now, all military
prosecutors’ offices who had to investigate suckesadid not find any person
who was accused of terrorism”, his conviction bethgt "the repression of
December 1989 started by Ceascu and continued after December 22 1989 is,
in fact, a violent reaction of the totalitarian tetatructures against the will for
freedom and democracy first exposed in Foara and then <in the whole
country>"* Coming back to the development of events on thatrof December
22 1989, we mention that faced by attacks from,tlsecuritate” the army got
order to fire back, and thus there was continub®teng. At a certain moment, a
young man climbed on the building of the PalatulpiR#icii (the Republic
Palace) with the intention to flu a flag withouetboat of arms; some applauded
him, some others shouted he is a terrorist, thayg #tarted to fire at him lon
Caramitru’s appeal — who had climbed a APC pretemdo be a military
commander — to stop the fire, was not obeyed. Thenddian revolution —
broadcast live by the television, the images fromd® 4, alternating with the
ones from the CC balcony while the main televistations in the world covered
the events in Bucharest — got into a dramatic phase

On December 24, by the decision of the FSN Coutied, units of the
ministry of the interior including the Securitatens integrated into the ministry




96 loanScurtu

of National Defense. However, the campaign agaittse Securitate and
terrorists” — blind instruments of Cegscu regime - went on.

In the memory of millions of viewers in the worlgetre are still imprinted
the images in the Cemetery for the Poor in §@ara where a woman with her
child were exposed, brutally killed by Cgascu’s Securitate as well as the body
of a man severely mutilated lying on a cementetabhe video cameras focused
on other corpses, the Romanian Free Televisionrt@psetating that they were
only one small part from the Securitate victimse tlespective people had been
violently mutilated and then killed, after whichethhad been thrown into the
poor’s grave and taken out from there just to shiosvviewers in what way the
Ceaygescu regime acted. Then, such images and comnesntamtributed to the
strengthening of the spirit of revolt, to their t#en to fight so that such a
“vampire” could never come back in power.

The international press fell over themselves tccules the crimes of the
Securitate. “La Libre Belgique” newspaper wrotet thhere were found corpses
in an indescribable state, hands and legs cutnafils pulled out, heads half
severed from the bodies, faces burnt with acid’e Hemish newspaper “Blik”
stated on December 27 that there were register@DQ0 dead people and in
Timisoara “more than four thousand people were throwm anhuge grave. They
had been undressed, taken all jewelry and watchey &.]. Before they were
shot dead they had their arms and legs tied withdabwire, their bodies tortured,
their genitals torn away and crashed. Many werevihrin the grave still alive,
then killed with hot water. After the Securitatenraway, the corpses were
exhumed. Only in Tingoara, where the insurrection started, there wer6002
dead citizens. [...] The Securitate shot 800 childrABmong them, 45 were
participating in a puppets show. The machine glmd them dead” A doctor
would have stated that he was operating on contisiyo“We have to deal with
50,000 injured™.

The people intensely watched the programs of thee HRomanian
Television which broadcast the most alarming nethe Securitate and the
terrorists infected the drinking water, they stolee blood reserve from the
Emergency Hospital, they intended to blow up thesland flood the cities, etc.
The population was summoned to be vigilant, to migfthe revolution, to fight
against Securitate and terrorists. In many entsgprihe citizens took the arms
from the patriotic guards equipment, put a tricetbrarmband on, organized
checking points in the streets and at the undergratations in order to get the
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Securitate and the armed terrorists. Posters wetlolutionary slogans were
placed on walls — slogans against Geauau, considered to be like Hitler and
Stalin — for a free, democratic Romania. Under fieading “Unii, la arme”
(united, come to arms!) in the Scéanteia poporulhie (People’s spark) of
December 23 1989 there were such sentences: “Thared beast clung with its
claws and teeth to the last supporting elementsingao succeed in bringing the
horrendous dictatorship back to life. As it happgkoe the first day of the great
fight, our army, the army of the people provedcisirage and determination so
necessary these days. Day and night, hour by huoiuryte by minute, they
surrender the terrorists, the gangs of Securitdie would not give in, dreaming
about keeping their privileges, hoping some miratight happen — only a
miracle could save them. They would use any methedsald do typically fascist
acts, shooting at random not only at the soldiérsuo army but at the civilians,
when occasion came, be it women, children, thuseasing the number of
victims — already too many — among whom many pehgefople and especially
young people. [...] Ceaescu’s <killers>, these gangsters created accotditite
image of the dictatorship, still shoot dead manynan lives. They hope for
something beyond any hope. They count on the kst of terror. The moment is
serious and decisive. It is the moment of suprerabilimation, of the final battle.
[...] Our most powerful weapons of each of us — it workers, members of
patriotic organizations, students, and people wittic spirit — are, during these
decisive moments, responsibility, order and diseglvigilance. Facing them, as
they are more and more isolated, the terrorists ptiofessionals of death will be
disarmed and terminated.”

In the leading article published in “Scanteia pajaf (the people’s
spark) on December 23, entitled ‘Traiasca libedateiasca raspunderea!” (long
live liberty, long live responsibility) it was wtén: “One of the most horrible
dictatorships in the history of the Romanian pedyas ended. Under the pressure
of the people, the dictator cowardly escaped ja&ti€he article continued with
the evaluation of the Romania’s evolution: “We Romas we don’t copy what
some of our closer or more distant neighbors havedThe great demonstrations
of the last days scanned for the dissolution ofugiesscu’s dictatorship, for liberty,
democracy and firmly pronounced for socialism, tloe socialist, honest, clean
principles, for people’s propriety, for the norm$ eal ethics and equity,
untouched by Ceaascu’s adventurous spirit and political demagogywall as
of those who advised him for so long. Nobody haseed down with socialism,
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but down with Ceagescu’s dictatorship. The first moments of victoreres
marked by a state of strong elation. On the radiotelevision, there were
presented opinions, short speeches, clearly inampin their contents,
insufficiently clear as regards the country’s fetureconomy, science, culture,
political and social life - patriotic opinions lnénced by strong feelings. What
are we to do now, where are we heading? Firstetisethe need, as many said in
their speeches, of a clarification of the politjicebcial and economic program.
And this could be done, under the conditions ofgllsm of opinions. [ ..] We
consider that it is more than necessary that parfyanizations debate freely,
without any restraint from anybody the causes tadtto the present political,
social, economic situation and to decide on the tba party should follow. The
conclusions of the communist democratic debatesrayha course, everybody
could participate if they wanted to support thecpss of socialist renewal, should
be synthesized with great responsibility with a wigo organizing an
extraordinary party congress, called to definekég guidelines, the action plan
for the achievement of socialist principles togetiwéh all progressive forces in
Romania.”

The appeal in «Scéanteia poporului» came too lateehSan article,
published some 5 or 6 months before would haveahsiliong echo as it pleaded
for a reform and a democratization of PCR (the RuaraCommunist Party), for
a socialism “with a human face”. A party congresanited after a debate “in
complete liberty” would not have reelected Nicol@®=ayescu as general
secretary. This was the procedure chosen by consnyairties in the other
socialist countries, accepting to share power witter political forces. But now,
at the end of December, the historical reality dest@ted that PCR could not
longer come back and the Gorbachev-type reforms weronger possible in the
Romanian society. The FSN communicate had opernent bigher opportunities.

On December 23, Lorin Fortarsent a message to the leadership of the
National Salvation Front, message which was dedvedsy a specially designed
group to lon lliescu, at the television buildingael document had the following
contents.

Taking into consideration the constitution of thatidnal Salvation Front
in the capital and the necessity to coordinatefitifie for Romania’s liberation,
the Committee of the Romanian Democratic Frontimigoara decides:
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1. Affiliation of the Romanian Democratic Frontttee National Salvation
Front program.

2. Integration of the Romanian Democratic Fronthi& National Salvation
Front.

3. Inclusion of the Committee in Tigmara of the Romanian Democratic
Front in the National Committee of the National\@#bn Front.

4. The Committee of the National Salvation FrontTimisoara thus
constituted is led by the following executive corttee:

Lorin Forturi — chairman

Claudiu lordache — vice-chairman
Mihaela Munteanu — secretary
Stefan lvan — member

Petrisor Morar — member®

In Bucharest, as in other cities in the countrghts continued: the forces
seemed unbalanced: the terrorists, well trained @wsitioned in well chosen
locations — on buildings, in inaccessible basemeafter crosses in the
cemeteries, at windows, etc. — were very efficiestipt from all positions,
provoking numerous victims while the Romanian arhardly coped with the
situation.

For one shot from one “terrorist”, the military aresed with a hail of
bullets which did much damage. Hundreds and thalssar citizens came to
defend the television and the radio buildings whigbre in danger to be
conquered by“terrorists’”

At a certain moment, the “terrorists” went on tranp of entering studio
4, the program was stopped, so they could no loatiack in the dark. When the
program was resumed, Captain Mihai Lupoi appedreshar equipment with a
machine gun in his hands, assuring the viewersrtbaerrorist would enter the
studio. The fights at the television building conid, the “terrorists” attacking
from helicopters and shooting at the room on flbbrwhere the members of the
FSN Council were. Parachutists intervened, who fwathe from Boteni
(Dambovia) and saved the situation. The radio building sasject to several
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attacks, as a result the building being surrountdgd barricades and the
revolutionaries defending it day and night.

There were tens of cases when military shot onghanoas well as
revolutionaries shot innocent people with the pteté being terrorists. The most
serious incident was registered on December 23 tapedi Airport (Henri
Coand). In order to strengthen the defense of the airBecuritate troops were
brought from Campina. Due to the fact that the eeSpe unit had been attacked
by “terrorists” the military got to Otopeni withdelay of seven hours; moreover,
instead of following the established itinerary, tinecks headed to the airport;
although warned, with fire shot in the air, thecks did not stop and the military
in the airport shot them down; there were 49 deme (fficer, two civilians and
34 conscripts from Campina) the others being framt&iresf. As serious as the
previous incident was the incident in Sibiu whereiatense exchange of fire
happened between the military in the headquarteMildgia and the military in
the M.Ap.N. unit, as a result being 49 people daad 472 injuref. Violent
confrontations took place in Brasov, Buzau, ResBaaila, etc. During the
revolution 221 military were killed, 633 were inpat, mainly due to mistakes in
command and executith

Romania was the victim of an electronic war tha #rmy could not
outmaneuver. The radars showed attack helicopietshee missile units answered
back, without any effect; in a short while, thegets appeared again. This fact
amplified the panic, General Stefang@gtimself — the chief of the General Staff
— being overwhelmed by such events. He would staté&ebruary 1990: “The
cause of the psychological and radio-electronic waust be clarified, - war
prepared, planned and fought during the revolutiWwho fought? from the inside
or from the outside ? As it attacked every levelheslules on days, hours and even
minutes.® When the archives in the Russian Federation, ®eatH France are
opened this mystery — of the electronic war agarmihania — will be clarified.
Until then, we cannot clearly state that the Romararmy was not prepared to
cope with such a war and did not have the necedsahnique to find fake
targets. We can suppose that it was a diversianraainade by foreign people,
who were on Romania’s territory or launched frone thutside. Then, most
Romanians, including General §uappreciated that the “helicopters” came from
Soviet space. There were many speculations abeypdhsibility the new power
had required military help from the Soviets. It ¢ertain and proved with
documents that on the night of December 22/23 Ig8teral Stefan Ga, the
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chief of the General Staff, had a conversation \hth Soviet general Moiseev to
whom he communicated that he “did not require amavbuld not require Soviet
military help.” In reality, even if they asked for help, the halpuld not have
been granted. A documé&hwith “top secret” on it was presented to the Sbvie
Superior leadership, to Gorbachev inclusively, s@yiCC secretary” and dated
December 23 1989 which mentioned: “The TASS stat¢rsleould be published
regarding the fighting in Bucharest which represettireat to the lives of Soviet
citizens”. There was a statement attached whichtioreed the attack on the
building where the families of the Soviet Commedrdimanch were located:
“Armed people entered the building and started Hoos from there. In the
building fire started the lives of Soviet peopleyang whom women and children
are endangered. The Soviet Union cannot remairiféneint to the fate of the
Soviet citizens and urge those who started the elmogntioned actions to stop
them immediately”. The document also mentionedagheeal to the leadership of
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Socialispt#ic of Czechoslovakia, the
Hungarian Republic, the Democratic Republic of Gamy the People’s Republic
of Poland, the Socialist Federative Republic of dalgvia with the “proposal to
establish permanent contacts and information exggwmrnwith regard to the
situation in Romania and around it. To proposéneodilied states the organization
of urgent consultations at foreign affairs ministdevel. For this purpose the
meeting could be in Warsaw”. Another proposal was éstablish direct and
permanent contacts with the leadership of the Cbwh¢he National Salvation
Front in Romania, first with lon lliescu”. This dament, classified as “top
secret”, discovered by the Romanian historian I&@mper in the Russian
Federation Archives proves how false the theorgahe political analysts and
politicians was according to which on December 289 there had been a coup
d’etat organized by the Soviets.

Not before the next day did they suggest to thessap leadership in
Moscow to establish direct and permanent contatttsttve FSN leader. In a way
— according to some — the scenario after 1944 wpsated, when they said that
the act of August 23 had been “the deed of therhiitey Red Army” although
they had no decisive role in King Michael I's dearsto arrest lon Antonescu. In
Annex 2 of the analyzed document the StatemenhefSoviet Government was
presented, the same which was broadcast by TASSs rmyency: “The
information arriving from Romania demonstrate thenRnian people put a
decisive end to the authoritarian regime and staote the road of democratic
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renewal of the country. The National Salvation FEremas constituted, which
unites all progressive forces in the country. ThenECouncil which assumed the
whole power and addressed the people with the appesupport the program
they proclaimed regarding important changes.

In the country, with the active participation thie working forces, the
process of formation of the new power structureanderway. The enemies of
revolutionary changes try to resist, resorting tomsa and without any
consideration for the victims among the peacefylytation.

The Soviet people demonstrate solidarity with tfmen@nian people who
defend the ideals of liberty, democracy and natidigmnity.

The USSR government supports the efforts of the E8Ncil directed to
the establishment of peace and order in the coultrg Soviet Union is ready to
offer the Romanian people, the new leadership ef dbuntry, immediate and
effective humanitarian aid for the elimination betdamages in the aftermath of
the tragic events of the last days”.

On December 23 1989, during a break of the USSéplE's Deputies
Congress, premier N. Ridjkov, answering the quastiof a journalist stated that
“it would a big mistake to send Soviet troops innfRmia, as it is known that the
sending of troops to Czechoslovakia and Afghanisteas been recently
condemned?®

However paradoxical it may seem, in December 1889 jntervention of
the Soviet troops in Romania was required by weastggvernments, first by
France and the US. On December 24 1989, Roland Buhmeaminister of foreign
affairs of France stated on television that «fadise motivated by the situation in
Romania have the urge to fight. That is why théreusd be <urgent intervention
> and the principle of non-interference should belished to defend human
rights. The situation in Romania imposes the inicddn of this notion in the
international judicial glossary ». He stated thatrfee would approve a USSR and
Warsaw Pact member states intervention to whicla @seat Power his country
could also contribute. This <urgent interventiomrild be made under the form of
an international brigad® A similar opinion expressed Jacques Chirac, the
mayor of Paris. Moreover, he stated that presidemincois Mitterrand, as
chairman-in-office of the Economic European Comruthas to require the
USSR to send military material to the Romanian atogether with the EEC
member states’®
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The French television station announced that Ut&teSSecretary James
Baker expressed his agreement, a few hours lattr tle French foreign affairs
minister supporting a military intervention of thkk(SSR and of the Warsaw Pact
member states to Romafiia

These public statements that hundreds of thousaindswers heard were
later on never mentioned again. Out of unknownaessthe idea was launched
that there was a Soviet intervention in Romani®&tember 1989 and that there
had been no revolution but a coup d’etat manage®®B. In Czechoslovakia
was a peaceful revolution “a velvet” one, while fRemanians got fooled by the
USSR secret services. But documents cannot bedlenmanipulated.

On December 24, |. P. Aboimov received the Amerieatbassador to
Moscow, Jack Matlock at the latter's request. Thebassador stated he had
instructions from Washington for an opinion exchangith the Soviet party
regarding the events in Romania: “The Americanypartvery concerned about
the fact that both the conflict between the Seateiforces and the army units as
well as the number of victims belonging to the Icpopulation still go on”. The
vocabulary of the American diplomat suggests theas a scenario that had been
put to work but which was surpassed by the conaetdution of the events in
Romania where there no mention of “Securitate” Ebmger but of “terrorists”.
On the very day of December 24 the Securitate Unaitsbeen taken over by the
army. Jack Matlock wanted to know “what the mosiceit way of supporting
the Romanian people and Romania’s leadership dmiléind “if military support
offered by the USSR to the National Salvation FianlRomania was completely
out of the question”. He stated that “under thessumstances an involvement on
the part of the Soviet Union would not be regardedthe context of the
<Brezhnev Doctrine>", namely the right of the Redn to intervene in socialist
countries. Aboimov reiterated the USSR positionmolated very clearly in the
statement of the Soviet government, mentioning tltkg not take into
consideration a military intervention. “We are aggi any interference in the
internal affairs of other states and we intendottotv firmly this line, without any
deviations®®, Somewhat ironically, the Soviet diplomat saide‘thmerican party
could consider the <Brezhnev doctrine> a gift frogi. The allusion was at the
US intervention in Panama that was going on at tina¢, the American army
overthrowing Manuel Noriega, unaccepted by Waslimgt

On December 25, 1989, I. P. Aboimov held a presgetence where he
read the statement on behalf of the USSR MinistiryForeign Affairs; the
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document stated “the Soviet government has perntaaed consultancy
connections with the governments of the memberestaf the Warsaw Pact,
exchanges information with them. Both the USSR #nmdallies support the
revolutionary renewals in Romania, the efforts led National Salvation Front”.
The document expressed the conviction that the R@mnagyeople will obtain the
victory in its fight for freedom and democracy diathy form of collective action
which might bring memories of the past should beided. The USSR has
exchanges of opinion with other states concerningg dituation in Romania, at
present solidarity with the Romanians being a madlaty of the world

community®®.

I. P. Aboimov revealed that in the discussion he lbe December 24 with
the US ambassador to Moscow he exchanged informatiod appreciations
regarding the evolution of the events in Romanid e US State Secretary, as
well as the foreign affairs ministers of France #émel United Kingdom stated they
would understand the USSR’s reasons for “sendiniganyi help to Romania,
together with other Warsaw Pact allies to defend plreople’s power”. The
position of the Soviet government to such suggestiwas expressed as follows:”
The USSR stated that they would not intervene @nitibernal affairs of another
state, be it an allied state or not. The USSR mbt expressed such a principle,
but they also observe it. The Soviet party is awdrthe statement made by the
US Secretary of State in connection to the issuateiference in the internal
affairs of another state. It is necessary to prgpecial precaution, not only in
action but in statements as wéll” In his turn, the foreign affairs minister Eduard
Schevardnadze appreciated that the western suggestis “not only sinister but
at least stupid®, as any intervention on the part of the Sovietddnivould turn
Ceagescu into a martyf. We could see it was a strange situation, thetgrea
democracies requiring the Soviet Union militaryemvention in Romania and the
latter refusing such request and urging the westeamtries to” be careful”. In the
same press conference, Aboimov stated that theeSblnion established links
with the Council of the National Salvation Fronttkbat Gorbachev had not
contacts with its representativés

While, on an international plan such discussionsk tplace, Romania
seemed to head to a civil war. The Romanian tataviand the radio, as well as
foreign journalists contributed to the amplificatieof the tension and panic,
broadcasting live the confrontations between thrayaand “the terrorists”, the
fires that broke out (in the University Central taby, National Art Museum,
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a.s.0), images with the wounded in hospitals wheoewaterviewed, although
some of them could barely speak, etc. No professiethics worked any more,
the rush for the sensational, the sadistic pleasutt@nsmit “the war” in Romania
in order to get rating, all television stations ae it.

The nightmarish images broadcast from Bucharesergéed a strong
international solidarity with the Romanian peopléne Council of the National
Salvation Front received messages from heads of stad governments, of
foreign affairs ministers in which they expresséedirt support and sympathy.
From many countries, there started aids to comasisting of drugs, food,
clothes, a.s.o.

Such aid came from Basarabia as well (The Sovietaist Republic of
Moldova) and from north Bucovina (the Soviet SbsiaRepublic of Ukraine),
fact which resulted in the awakening of the natidealing, after four decades
and a half of no direct, soul relations betweenRomanians on the left and the
right part of the Prdf.

The leadership of the FSN Council reached the csimmh that the fights
will not stop as long as Cegascu was alive. It was considered that there were
people (Securitate, terrorists) who had pledgedltgyo the state leader and they
could not be denied this loyalty unless they foondthat the former president did
no longer live. The one who mostly supported tlugmpof view was Gelu Voican
Voiculescu while lon lliescu hesitated. Petre Romanuld explain: “We should
mention the fact that at that moment, the revofuti@s not totally victorious. At
any moment something could have happened to thremything over and the
dictator who was still alive represented a seritarsger.?°

On the night of December 24, lon lliescu signed,chairman of the
Council of the National Salvation Front the decrdeough which the
Extraordinary Military Tribunal was set up, withethmission to judge “the
extremely serious deeds performed by citizens sau Nicolae and Cegascu
Elena, dismissed from state and political functibgghe revolutionary action of
the masses” Judgment as a matter of great urgemnaynposed by the desire of all
the honest citizens of Romania”. It was mentiortezl fact that the Extraordinary
Military Tribunal will judge * according to the led provisions still in power, as
regards the procedure and the criminal law” thay tivill “ ensure the right to
defense of the perpetraitor&”

The concern about observing the legal norms wa®ropl, as the
sentence has already been decided: genefiacBéscu dealt with all aspects
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regarding the organization of the trial, he evesulght the platoon from Boteni to
Targovkte, platoon that was going to execute Nicolae alethd&Ceagescu. On

the morning of December 25, the judges were tratsgpdoy helicopter from

Bucharest to Targoste. It was made up of Colonel of Justice Gica Pepa
chairman; Colonel of Justice loan Nistor — judgegjdd of Justice Dan Voinea —
military prosecutor; Captain Corneliu Sorescu —utémant —Major Daniel

Condrea and Lieutenant lon Zamfir — people’s asgsssSergeant Major Jan
Tanasa — bailiff. There were also nominated cdufsethe defense: lawyer
Nicolae Teodorescu and lawyer Constantin Luc&sc®egarding the manner in
which this trial was organized Lucescu’s statemangssignificant: “I have never
known where we would land — the locality or the eamhthe locality. As | did not
know which the terrorists were or who was to b sethe trial®,

The trial took place in a room in the military unibere Nicolae and Elena
Ceayescu had been retained since the day of Decembehf22udience there
were general Shculescu, Gelu Voican Voiculescu, Virgilagureanu, Mugurel
Florescu, lon Baiu a.s.0. Even before the beginnaigthe trial, general
Stanculescu had chosen the place where the two welbe &xecuted (a wall on
the premises of the military unit). At the trialicdlae and Elena Cegescu were
accused through the indictment read by Major Dam&a

“1) of genocide — over 60,000 victims;

2) of undermining of state power through the oigaiion of armed
actions against the people and the state power:

3) of the crime of destruction of common goodsptigh the destruction
and damage of certain buildings, explosions in &vetc.;

4) of national economy underminirig*

The accusations were not formulated on the basisw@stigation and
evidence, which should have been attached to thwitsu file. The two were
accused of the same crime, although, in any tresponsibilities are individual.
Major Dan Voinea expressed a state of spirit, offethe necessary arguments for
the application of capital punishment. The trialswendeed, an exceptional one;
even the defense lawyers turned into prosecuttang that “they did the two
defendants the honor” to defend them. Nicolae g&sw held the position of not
acknowledging the Extraordinary Military Tribunabnsidering he was president
of the Socialist Republic of Romania and accordmghe Constitution he could
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not be held accountable but by the Great Natiorssefbly. He appreciated that
the process was a “masquerade” directed by those“hdd organized the coup
d’etat”. When the judge asked “Who ordered to hthes crowds shot at?” he
answered that nobody fired in the fai&alatului (Palace Square),”on the contrary,
there had been clear orders not to fire”; accordandis opinion “ the people is
fighting in the country to eliminate this gang aountry traitors who, together
with foreign countries organized the coup d'éf&t” However, addressing those
who accused him as “ordinary citizens”, Cggscu gave some answers which
proved difficult to refute both by the judges ame fprosecutor as, being under
much stress, could not find the right argumentsth&y were used to apply “the
socialist law” and had been trained to respecthiesd of state, but knowing that
they had “a task” to accomplish, they raised tleice, spoke all at once, made
gratuitous appreciations — the one according toclwhhey had found in Zoe
Ceayescu’s house a golden scale which she used to \iteégimeat brought from
abroad. When the prosecutor said they had an atafuA00,000 dollars in
Switzerland, Elena Cegescu replied “Let’s see the proof! the proof!” Whie
prosecutor said that she could not read, the ledfdred: “If only the intellectuals
and my academia collegues could hear you”; whemptbgecutor appreciated “the
illiterate was a scholar”, Elena Ceaacu asked “Should he talk like that?” From
Nicolae Ceagescu’s attitude it was not clear if he was convihtteat he would be
executed or he would go back in power. He appredittat the Romanian people
would fight ,to the elimination of that gand whitbgether with foreign countries
organised the coup d’etat” and he would talk ,peiglabout this matter as often
as needed”. In connection to general Milea’s de@dagescu stated: "1 will order
an investigation to see if he committed suiciderodecutor Dan Voinea
appreciated that the trial was too long, that is/ Wl addressed the panel: Mr.
Chairman, if this paranoid defendant has no accour8witzerland, let us end
with him, as it seems we cannot understand onehariotThe trial ended in less
than two hours, the panel announcing the sentendedth and confiscation of all
possessions. Lawyer Teodorescu wanted to mentiba tecision is final”.
Nicolae Ceagescu said: “Who organized the coup d’etat can shogbody”. As
they did not acknowledge the Extraordinary Militdmgbunal, Nicolae and Elena
Ceauyescu filed no appeal, thus the sentence was fmatediately after the trial,
the two were tied with their hands at the back podhed to the wall already
chosen; without any order, the execution platocgneg fire, shooting them down
with a hail of bullets.
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On that day of Christmas, at about 2:50 p.m., tlustnmated people in
Romania were liquidated through the decision of Ehraordinary Military
Tribunal and with the arms of the military broud@tam Boteni. Their bodies were
taken to Bucharest by helicopter and after being keer the night of December
25/26 on the Ghencea stadium, they were transpadettie Central Military
Hospital where they were to stay until December Gf.that day, Nicolae and
Elena Ceagescu would be buried in different graves in the i&iea Civil
Cemetery. The one in charge of the operation wag G@ican Voiculescu.

On the night of December 25, the radio and telewistation announced
that Nicolae and Elena Cegscu’s trial had taken place, after presenting the
accusations The communicate ended with the following word&or' these
serious crimes, undertaken against the Romanigpl¢p@od Romania, defendants
Ceaygescu Nicolae and Cegascu Elena were sentenced to death and wealth
confiscation. The sentence was final and it wasabes!”.

The night of December 25/26 the national televisibannel broadcast the
tape with the trial and death of the Cgzscu’s. It was first “edited”, so that the
people involved in the trial and execution could Ib@ seen: only the two could be
seen and the voices of those in the panel couldlmnheard. The tape ended with
the image of Nicolae and Elena Cgeacu, lying dead next to the wall in the yard
of the military unit.

The complete tape, including the burial was to bmadcast on April 22,
1990.

What is clear is that on the night of December \@Bwers — including
“terrorists” — could be convinced that Ceascu was dead. It was not a normal
trial but a “kangaroo” one which affected some lobste who took part in the
decision to sentence the former head of state andife. The most affected was
the chairman of the panel, Gica Popa, who graduatede rank of general who
experienced a serious breakdown and some montbs tak trial committed
suicide. After the announcement of the Gesau's elimination, violence
instances reduced in intensity and at the beginmhganuary they stopped
completely.

Nicolae Ceagescu was the only communist leader who was physgical
eliminated, fact which raises many questions: Anbé Gabanyi could find an
explanation: "TRomania was the only country in tlowigt bloc where the head of
the party and state was executed. Why? Because riRamwas the only country
within the dead Soviet system where Moscow's arfioeces and security forces
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did not have, as it was the case in the other eaEig@opean countries, direct
political instruments. Only in Romania the headtaite had at the same time the
position of Supreme Commander of the Army and tineyavas not subordinated
directly to the military leadership of the WarsaacPas happened in the case of
the other states’ armies, satellite states of Mastd"

According to our opinion, this could be one of #wplanations, but not
the only one. The list is still open for other giimss. Could Ceagescu’s murder
be ,a reaction to the defiance he expressed t&thwet Union and the western
countries, especially over the last years of theatgescu epoch>? Could it have
been <the well-deserved> punishment for the tatplidation of Romania’s
foreign debt (in April 1989) thus Cegascu wanting to prevent any foreign
intervention in the internal affairs of the courtr@ould it have been jealousy for
the international prestige he had acquired, in7ie? Could it have been a lesson
for all those who would promote nationalism as atespolicy? Might he have
known too much and that is why he had to be stopgpau talking into an
authentic trial? Or maybe he should not have spalewut those he had met
during his life?%

Obviously, these questions and still more will gatanswer in time, but
then, in December 1989, the world was relieved that tyrant”, the , anti-
Christ”, the ,criminal” was killed. Romania couldegits peace back, and its
citizens could no longer be victims of the terrsrieho wanted to bring him back
in power.

On December 26, the first government of the Rewmtutvas constituted,
presided by Petre Roman, a young lecturer at thigtéebnic Institute in
Bucharest. After more than a decade, he would esnfd started my career
suddenly and unexpectedly. Due to my involvementhose days of December
1989, in the fights that followed the fall of thatdlitarian regime, | found myself,
| repeat, absolutely unexpectedly propelled to fgbsition of prime-minister of
Romania, of the provisional government. Then | mld know | was going to get
into politics and | didn’t think | would remain ipolitics. | had never dreamt of
being nominated for high positiort§®

The Romanian Revolution was made with much humamife®. The
figures are the following: 1,104 people dead, 3,Bfdred. Among them, there
were military of the Romanian army: 221 dead an@ Bgured® out of whom
116 officers, 69 warrant officers and non-commigeib officers, 423 students and
conscripts, 15 civilian employeé® most of the military died in Bucharest (114),
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Brasov (12), Buzau (11), Resita (8), Braila (10dn€tanta (9), Timgpara (8) and
Sibiu (8)°°.

There is no statistics regarding the victims of téeolution according to
sex, nationality, age, profession, political belightil such statistics is finished,
we could get an idea about such matters by reatimgtatistics put together by
the Ministry of the Interior where they mention tH&n Timisoara, between
December 17 — 21, 1989, there were 376 victims)] éea wounded, both among
the demonstrators and the law enforcing forcesmRie first category there were
73 dead out of which 72 after being shot, one dfe#ng run over by a vehicle.
Out of the total of the victims, 306 were males aftil females, 313 being
residents of Tingioara and 56 in other localities in the country. éner of 7
victims remained unidentified. As regards theirfpssion, 185 were workers, 24
pupils, 13 military, 12 pensioners, 9 clerks, 7dstuis, 6 housewives, 3 engineers,
2 doctors, 1 teacher, 1 minor pre-school kid an8 without occupation (or it
could not be established). As regards age: 133 Wetween 15 — 25, 120 were
between 25 — 35, 81 between 35 — 45, 34 were dvgedrs old and 8 were up to
15 years old. Out of the victims, 30 were shothie head, 55 shot in the chest, 38
shot in the stomach, 46 shot in the arms and 168ishthe leg and 8 in other
parts of the body*”.

Another statistics refers to the number of peoplested in Timgoara.
The Timsoara Military Prosecutors’ Office communicated Auagust 22 1994
that in the period 16 — 22 December 1989 978 pewple retained, out of whom
944 in the Timgoara Penitentiary, 33 in the Militia Inspectoratel @ne person in
the military unit®. According to the records of the Ministry of timerior there
were 832 people retained between December 16 *°1The total of persons: -
832; male — 700; female — 132; according to natipnaRomanians — 716;
Hungarians — 82; Germans — 19; Serbian — 4; Slawaki 2; Jewish — 1; other
nationalities — 8. Age: between 18 — 25 — 467; betw25 — 35 — 224; between 35
— 40 — 98; over 45 — 43. Professions : workers 5; S8idents — 86; engineers —
19; clerks — 19; housewives — 11; pensioners -ghehn technicians — 4; teachers
— 2; conscripts — 2; architects — 1; doctors —wiithout occupation — 29; other
categories — 116. Political belief: PCR members3-WBIC members — 413; no
party allegiance — 366. "

The analyzed data show that most of the particgpavere men. The
number of young people, those who were born andeghduring socialist years
was overwhelming; they did not feel attached t@ ti@igime, but they sacrificed
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themselves to put it down. As profession, firstevigre workers, fact which shows
the falsity of the official theory according to whithey would have represented
the leading class in the state, loyal to the regiftés conclusion results from the
political membership- first, there were UTC membenest of them born during
the “Ceagescu epoch”. Almost 70% of the arrested ones wér€ E@nd PCR
members, which demonstrate the gap between theiabfleadership and the
members of the so-called communist organizatiore 3tnucture on nationalities
shows that citizens of all nationalities fought iagh the totalitarian regime:
Romanians, Hungarians, Germans, Serbians, etc.

December 1989 meant the end of a chapter in Rorsahiatory, in
European history and even of the world in geri&tathe downfall of the
Ceaygescu regime and of totalitarian socialism in Roraamas not the result of a
palace conspiracy, of the action of a limited grofipeople but the fruit of a real
revolution, the most ample and dramatic in the pearof that year. Due to
numberless reasons — among which the hardnesg oégiime, the omnipresence
of Securitate, the cowardice of the party officislsrounding Ceaescu, the lack
of an ample reforming or dissident movement, theeabe of the civil society — in
Romania it was not possible to overthrow the dmtdtip and go back to
democracy through discussions at “the round tale’through a * velvet
revolution”; what was necessary was the revolt thaf population, first of the
workers in the big cities, confrontation with thegression forces, sacrifice of over
1,100 people. That December 1989, Europe and tlwewhorld supported the
Romanians, admiring them for their courage andrthedroism, for their
determination to live free in a democratic society.
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