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period by General Paul Teodorescu, Minister of Airand Navy.

ISBN 978-606-8636-70-2

A

VALENTIN CIORBEA

C IN ROMANIA ® MONOGRAFIE ISTORIC

2 ey ’, :
R A S ry i
N "e‘.r ‘-?fsh-r_n, 'I- e

-

o

T T g *ﬁ""‘!f_—-_ﬁﬁ—.—,—ﬁ— .-

MANASTIREA DINTR-UN LEMN L
UN COMPLEX MONAHAL UNIC IN ROMANIA
MONOGRAFIE ISTORICA

DINTR-UN LEMN MONASTERY » A UNIQUE MONASTIC COMPLEX IN ROMANIA » HISTORICAL MONOGRAPH

-+ ik DINTR-UN LEMN MONASTERY
A UNIQUE MONASTIC COMPLEX IN ROMAI
| HISTORICAL MONOGRAPH

VALENTIN CIORBEA MANASTIREA DINTR-UN LEMN » UN COMPLEX MONAHAL UNI



Valentin Ciorbea

W

MANASTIREA DINTR-UN LEMN - UN
COMPLEX MONAHAL UNIC iN ROMANIA
(Donografie istorica

DINTR-UN LEMN MONASTERY -
A UNIQUE MONASTIC COMPLEX IN
ROMANIA
Distorical Monograph



r
ol ”‘x‘%} 4 i.

_q‘h-r._::,

'f‘ 3

RN RS

S

______

""""

u,-%,; : I e 0
ey ™ ",

Mandstirea Dintr-un Lemn marcata pe harta Friedrich Schwantz von Springfels
realizata intre anii 1717-1720 (}‘fpazd Friedrich Schwantx von Springfels, De- KA
scrierea Olfeniei la 1723. Editie, traducere din limba germand, studiu introductiv,

note si indici de Mircea-Gheorghe Abrudan, Editura Academia Roména/ Editura

Istros a Muzeului Briilei, 2017. (CD). Dintr-un Lemn Monastery on Friedrich
Schwantz von Springfels’ map issued in 1717-1720. Apud Friedrich Schwanitz

von Springfels, i}(’ﬂ'?’fpﬁo}f of Oltenia in 1723. Edition, translation from German,
introductory study and indices by Mircea-Gheorghe Abrudan, Academia Roménd
Publishing House/ Istros Publishing House of the Museum of Braila, 2017. (CD)
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.. "Twould like from the bottom of my heart
that a historian who knows the past of this Holy Monastery

fo write a monograph to be given to each visitor against an offering,
which would serve to the maintenance of our nuns
and every visitor would leave with a gift
that would be an admirable means
of making as many people as possible interested
in knowing its past”.... (Sic)

i, DA, :

September 2, 1925
The Pilgrims’ Register
illegible signature

.
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. As dori din suflet ca un istoric

cunoscdtor al trecutului al acestei
Stinte mdndstiri sa-i faca o monografie
care sd fie datd fiecdrui vizitator contra unui
obroc; care sd serveascd la intrefinerea
sfintelor fefe ale maicilor noastre §i fiecare
vizitator sd plece cu o amintire
care ar fi un admirabil mijloc de a face

cat mai mulfi doritori a-i cunoaste trecutul”.... (Sic)

ﬁfv‘?—a‘%%ﬁﬁ
2 septembrie 1925

Registrul pelerinilor
s.8. indescifrabil

U.G
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FOREWORD

Under the patronage and authority of some important institutions - the
Academy of Romanian Scientists and the Archdiocese of Ramnic - Professor
Valentin Ciorbea from “Ovidius” University of Constanta, publishes the
monograph of Dintr-un Lemn Monastery from Valcea. His attachment to this
Holy place was mediated, over the decades from his transition to the eternal ones,
by the illustrious restorer of 1938-1940, General Paul Teodorescu, when he held
the portfolio of the Ministry of Air and Navy. Following the extensive restoration
and modernization works carried out, according to the testimony of the founding
general “with the free labor of the soldiers and officers of Aeronautics and the
Navy” and whose costs amounted to over 900,000 lei in those years, the monastic
settlement became, with the patriarch’s blessing, those of the hierarch of the place
and of the competent central authorities “a place of prayer for aviators and sailors.”
The fact was brought to the knowledge of the nuns living in the settlement by the
hierarch of the Diocese, IRINEU, the lieutenant archbishop of the Metropolitan
Church of Oltenia, Banat and Severin, explaining to the abbess that “As this Holy
monastery was restored by the Ministry of Air and Navy, I inform you that we have
decided that prayers be made here for the rest of the souls of the dead heroic aviators
and sailors, as well as the protection of those alive.” For the pilgrims to remember,
the symbols of the Navy and Aviation, the anchor and the eagle, were inscribed
on the bell tower. In this context, Nifon Criveanu, the Metropolitan of Oltenia,
further developed the connection between the monastic settlement, Aviation and
the Navy, arranging for the “sick and convalescent of the two arms” to find here a
resting place for their physical and spiritual recovery. Also under his Holy blessing
and in His presence took place on October 10, 1942 the consecration of “the works
of renewal and beautification of this beautiful and historic monastery... General
Paul Teodorescu, founder of these works of renewal, and other holy and lay faces
being present,” according to the Golden Book of the monastery. In fact, part- of the
last year of his life the general would spend in the peace and care of the monastery,
where he sleeps forever. As a sign of pious gratitude, the abbesses of the settlement
would arrange a memorial room in which to keep unique manuscripts, personal
objects, various documents and several hundred books. All these were to be
discovered by Professor Valentin Ciorbea pushed by the curiosity of the historian
who walks in the footsteps of the hero general Paul Teodorescu. To make the
most of this treasure, but especially of the centuries-old symbiosis between the
Romanian Army and the Romanian Orthodox Church, to which General Paul
Teodorescu conferred the consistency of a symbol, this being in the philosophical
vision of Nae Tonescu “more than a sign: it means the essence of reality” Professor

DINTR-UN LEMN MONASTERY - A UNIQUE MONASTIC COMPLEX [N ROMANIA

Histarical Moa sgraph

CUVANG INAINGE

Sub patronajul si autoritatea unor institutii de seami — Academia OQamenilor
de Stiinta din Romania si Arhiepiscopia Ramnicului- profesorul Valentin Ciorbea
de la Universitatea ,Ovidius” din Constanta, publicd monografia ministirii vilcene
Dintr-un Lemn. Atagamentul Domniei sale pentru acest licas a fost intermediat,
peste decenii de la trecerea sa la cele vegnice, de ilustrul ctitor restaurator din anii
1938-1940, general Paul Teodorescu, cind detinea portofoliul Ministerului Aerului
si Marinei. In urma amplelor lucriri de restaurare si modernizare realizate, dupa
mirturia generalului ctitor ,cu mana de lucru gratuitd a ostasilor si ofiterilor din
Aeronautici si Marind” si ale ciror costuri se ridicau in acei ani la peste 900.000
lei, asezamantul monastic devenea, cu binecuvintarea patriarhului si a ierarhului
locului, a autoritatilor centrale competente ,locas de rugiciune pentru aviatori
si marinari.” Faptul era adus la cunostinta monahiilor vietuitoare in agezdmant
de citre ierarhul Eparhiei, IRINEU, arhiepiscopul locotenent de la Mitropolia
Olteniei, Banatului si Severinului, explicitind pentru stareta ci ,Intrucit aceastd
Sfanti mindstire a fost restaurati de Ministerul Aerului si Marinei, vi se face
cunoscut ¢ am dispus ca aici si se faci rugiciuni de odihna sufletului eroilor
aviatori si marinari morti, precum §i paza celor in viati.” Spre luarea aminte a
pelerinilor, pe turnul clopotniti erau incastrate simbolurile Marinei si Aviatiei,
ancora sivulturul. Tn siajul acestora, Nifon Criveanu, mitropolitul Olteniei, intregea
legitura dintre asezdmantul monahal, Aviatie si Marina dispunand ca ,bolnavii si
convalescentii celor doud arme” si aibi aici locul de odihni intru refacere trupeasci
si sufleteasca. Tot sub arhiereasca lui binecuvéntare §i in prezenta Sa avea loc la 10
octombrie 1942 stintirea ,lucririlor de reinnoire si infrumusetare a acestui frumos
si istoric locas ministiresc ... de fatd fiind domnul general Paul Teodorescu,
ctitorul acestor lucrdri de reinnoire si alte obraze bisericesti si mirenesti,” dupi
cum glisuieste Cartea de aur a manistirii. De altfel, parte din ultimul an de viata
generalul avea si o petreacil in linigtea si grija méndstirii, unde isi doarme somnul de
veci. In semn de pioasid recunostingi staretele asezimantului aveau si-i amenajeze
o camerd memoriald in care se pistreazd manuscrise inedite, obiecte personale,
documente diverse gi citeva sute de cirfi. Toate acestea erau si fie descoperite
de profesorul Valentin Ciorbea impins de curiozitatea istoricului care umbla pe
urmele generalului erou Paul Teodorescu. Pentru a fructifica acest tezaur, dar mai
ales simbioza de veacuri dintre Armata Romini si Biserica Ortodoxd Romini,
cireia generalul Paul Teodorescu i-a conferit consistenta de simbol, acesta fiind
in viziunea filosoficd a lui Nae Ionescu ,mai mult decat semn: el inseamni esenta
realititii” profesorul Valentin Ciorbea a infiintat aici Centrul de Cercetare a

Conlucririi Bisericii Ortodoxe cu Armata Romaniei ,,General Paul Teodorescu”.

MANASTTREA DINTR-TIN LEMN - 1IN COMPLEX MONAHATL UNIC TN ROMANIA §

P\ ] ONogri he istorica




Valentin Ciorbea established here “General Paul Teodorescu” Research Center for
the Cooperation between the Orthodox Church and the Romanian Army.

The aim of the Center is an ambitious one. Tr has proposed to promote
“programs of research of the relations of the Orthodox Church with the Romanian
Army in their multiple aspects: common institutions, legislation, churches and
chapels etc., the annual organization of a scientific meeting, the publication of
articles, studies, support of volume editing, etc.. ” T was glad to see that all this
was accomplished to a great extent since, besides them, the Center also set up the
annual “Mission” journal, now reaching the sixth issue, in which the reader finds
interesting articles and studies. All this was possible thanks to the responsibility of the
founding director, assumed by Professor Valentin Ciorbea right from the establishment
of the Center.

The troubled secular history of the settlement is traced with the researcher’s
detailed work. The author does not reject tradition and legend, but happily
completes them with information provided by the sources: notes of foreign travelers
(Paul of Aleppo, the secretary of the patriarch of Antioch, Macarie 111, in 1653),
memoirs and, above all, documents in the central and local archives, including
those housed in the monastery. In this way, the reader goes through the stages of
the appearance and evolution of the settlement, from the modest wooden church,
built from a single multisecular oak at the turn of the 15th to 16th centuries,
similar in planimetry and dimensions to the wooden church, called of “Dragos
vodd,” from Putna, to the construction of the stone one, in 1634-1635, with the
dedication of the Birth of Virgin Mary by the great governor Preda Brincoveanu,
the nephew of Matei Basarab. The decoration with paintings by Zugravul Radu,
the endowment with new annex constructions, the renovations throughout the
time, the evolution of the monastery’s land area, are all carefully documented.
Professor Valentin Ciotbea carries the reader through the troubled history of the
settlement, which has gone through the ages, repeatedly, through “ecstasy and
agony.” Undoubtedly, the achievement of Professor Valentin Ciorbea is the most
complete historical monograph of Dintr-un Lemn Monastery, one of the most
important monuments of Romanian medieval art.

Iagi, February 5, 2020
lon 1. Solcanu
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Obiectivul Centrului este unul ambitios. Si-a propus si promoveze ,programe
de cercetare a relatiilor Bisericii Ortodoxe cu Armata Romind sub multiple
aspecte: institutii comune, legislatie, biserici si capele s.a., organizarea anuali a
unei reuniuni stiintifice, publicarea de articole, studii... de a sustine editarea de
volume etc..” Am constatat cu bucurie cii toate acestea au fost implinite cu supra-
misurd de vreme ce, in afara lor, Centrul a infiintat si revista anuali ,Misiunea”
ajunsa acum la cel de al saselea numiir, in care cititorul afli interesante articole si
studii. Toate acestea au fost cu putinti gratie responsabilititii de director fondator,
asumati de profesorul Valentin Ciorbea chiar de la infiintarea Centrului.

Zbuciumata istorie seculard a ageziméntului este urmiriti cu migala proprie
cercetdtorului. Autorul nu respinge traditia si legenda, dar le completeazi fericit cu
informatiile oferite de izvoare: notele cilitorilor striini (Paul din Alep, secretarul
patriarhului Antiohiei, Macarie al TTT-lea, la 1653) memoriile si, mai presus de toate,
documentele din arhivele centrale si locale, inclusiv cele adipostite de manistire. In
acest chip, cititorul parcurge cu emotie etapele aparitiei si evolutiei asezimantului,
de la modesta bisericuti de lemn, construiti dintr-un singur stejar multisecular
la cumpina veacurilor XV-XVI, aseminitoare ca planimetric si dimensiuni
cu biserica de lemn, zisd a lui ,Dragos vod3,” de la Putna, la iniltarea celei de
zid, in1634-1635, cu hramul Nasterea Maicii Domnului de citre marele vornic
Preda Brincoveanu, nepotul lui Matei Basarab. Decorarea cu picturi de Zugravul
Radu, inzestrarea cu noi constructii anexe, innoirile si prefacerile suportate de-a
lungul vremii, evolutia fondului funciar al ministirii, toate sunt documentate cu
minutie. Profesorul Valentin Ciorbea poartil cititorul prin zbuciumata istorie a
asezdmantului, care a trecut de-a lungul veacurilor, in mod repetat, prin ,extaz si
agonie.” Neindoielnic, realizarea profesorului Valentin Ciorbea constituie cea mai
completd monografie istoricd asupra Mandstirii Dintr-un Lemn, unul dintre cele
mai importante monumente de artd medievald romaneasci.

Tagi, 5 februarie 2020
Ion I. Solcanu
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PREAMBLE

The realization of the present monograph by “General Paul Teodorescu”
Research Center for the Cooperation of the Orthodox Church and the Romanian
Army, located at the Dintr-un Lemn Monastery, has been made at the wish of the
devout Mother Abbess Emanuela Oprea.

We confess that the decision to embark on such a project was not easy to take,
the temptations of the theme being different from our fields of current scientific
interest. If we accepted the challenge, we were guided by the objectives of the
Center and the “Mission” journal that we have been promoting for almost 9 years
under the aegis of the Academy of Romanian Scientists and the Archdiocese
of Ramnic, working for the organization of scientific, editorial and military
ceremonial events, by which we continue the will left by General Paul Teodorescu
to highlight the unique role of the Holy Place in Romanian monasticism as a
monastery of the Aviation, the Navy for 80 years and of “Michael the Brave” 30th
Guard Brigade. Hence the title of the book: Dintr-un Lemn Monastery - A Unique
Monastic Complex in Romania. Historical Monograph.

Working with the sources of the subject, there were no few surprises, on the
contrary. In 400 years of existence, Dintr-un Lemn Monastery has gathered an
appreciable amount of bibliography sources and documents.

‘The first historical source of the chronicle is found in the oral tradition that
linked the settlement to a wonderful legend on a particular day in a particular year
in the second half of the 16" century. The first narrator is unknown, but we can
deduce that he had a direct connection with the raising of the first wooden church.
The beautiful story with visible truths today, in which the great eon of Virgin Mary
with Child holds the central place, and which has been taken over and passed from
generation to generation by the nuns of the community, which they tell to those
who come to the monastery, enveloping in miracle the birth of monasticism on
the territory of Frincesti, in Valcea County, in connection to the precious treasure.

The written sources can be discussed from the first decades of the 17 century
when the community was constituted. From the first document issued by the
Chancellery of Prince Matei Basarab and the notes of the famous traveler Paul of

Aleppo made in the middle of the same century, many written historical sources
have been gathered on various aspects concerning the evolution of the monastery.
Four institutions hold historical documents related to Dintr-un Lemn Monastery:
the National Archives of Romania in funds deposited in Bucharest and the County
Directorate of Valcea, the Archdiocese of Rimnic and the National Heritage
Institute. Dintr-un Lemn Monastery also keeps documents in the current archive.
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PREAMBUL

Asumarea realizirii monografiei de fati de citre Centrul de Cercetare a
Conlucrarii Bisericii Ortodoxe cu Armata Rominiei ,,General Paul Teodorescu”
cu sediul la Ministirea Dintr-un Lemn s-a filcut la dorinta Prea Cuviosiei Sale
Maica Staretd Emanuela Oprea.

Mirturisim c3 hotirarea de a sirgui la un asemenea proiect nu a fost ugor
de luat, ispitele tematicii fiind diferite de domeniile noastre de interes stiintific
constant. Daci am acceptat provocarea ne-am ciluzit dupd obiectivele Centrului
si ale revistei ,Misiunea” pe care le promovim de aproape 9 ani sub egida Academiei
Oamenilor de Stiinti din Romania si a Arhiepiscopiei Rimnicului, hirnicind la
organizarea de manifestiiri stiintifice, editoriale §i ceremoniale militare, prin care
ducem mai departe testamentul lisat de generalul Paul Teodorescu de a evidentia
rolul firi seamin al Sfintului lacas in monahismul romanesc, ca ministire a
Aviatiei si Marinei de 80 de ani si recent a Brigizii 30 Gardd ,Mihai Viteazul.”
De aici si titlul cirtii: Mandstirca Dintr-un Lemn — un complex monahal unic in
Romdania. Monografie istoricd.

Izvodind la depistarea surselor subiectului, surprizele nu au fost putine, din
contri. Ministirea Dintr-un Lemn a strans, in cei circa 400 de ani de existentd, un
fond de documente si repere bibliografice apreciabil.

Primul izvor istoric al hronicului se regiseste in traditia orald care a legat
anume, din a doua jumitate a secolului al XVI-lea. Nu se cunoaste intéiul narator,
dar putem deduce ci a avut o legiturd direct cu ridicarea primei bisericute dintr-
un lemn. Frumoasa poveste ce are adeviruri vizibile gi astizi, in care locul central il
detine marea Icoand a Maicii Domnului cu Pruncul a fost preluatd §i transmisi din
generatie in generatie de monahiile obstei, pe care o istorisesc celor ce poposesc in
ministire, invilluind in minune nasterea monahismului pe meleagurile localititii
Francesti, din judetul Valcea, legati de acest minunat odor.

Despre sursele scrise s¢ poate vorbi din primele decenii ale secolului al
XVTI-lea cind obstea era constituitd. De la primul document emis de Cancelaria
domnitorului Matei Basarab si notele celebrului cilitor Paul din Alep ficute la
jumitatea aceluiasi veac s-au adunat numeroase izvoare istorice scrise, referitoare
la variate aspecte ce ptivesc evolutia ministirii. Patru institutii detin documente
istorice referitoare la Ministirea Dintr-un Lemn: Arhivele Nationale ale Roméniei,
in fonduri depozitate la Bucuresti i Directia Judeteand Vilcea, Arhiepiscopia
Ramnicului i Institutul National al Patrimoniului. Desigur si Manistirea Dintr-
un Lemn pistreazi documente in arhiva curenti.
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The researcher also has a bibliographical list at hand. We do not insist on the
landmarks, but we inform all those interested that the tools of work achieved by
Mr. Nicolae Ravici- Titiranu have been of real use to us: 4 Possible Bibliography
Jor the History of the Orthodox Church in Vilcea County (Briila Museum, Istros
Publishing House, Briila, 2007) and Orthodox Monasteries. Discover the Holy Places.
Bibliography (Offsetcolor Publishing House, 2014).

We mention the well-known researcher of the medieval age Nicolae Stoicescu
with the precious work: Bibliography of the Localities and Feudal Monuments in
Romania. 1 - Wallachia (Muntenia, Oltenia and Dobrogea) vol. I and II (Craiova /
Bucharest, Metropolitan of Oltenia, printing “Art Graphics,” 1970).

In the list of those who wrote about Dintr-un Lemn Monastery we find
historians, hierarchs, priests, monks, writers, journalists. Even an engineer Vasile V.
Vasiliu made a monographical sketch after the First World War: Dintr-un Lemn
Monastery.

Notable contributions to the knowledge of the past of the monastery were
brought by Nicolae Iorga, Radu Creteanu, Nicoale Veniamin, the His Eminence
Gherasim, the Blessed Bartholomew Anania, the Archimandrite Chesaric
Gheorghescu, author of several books on the history of the Holy place and of the
Litany of the Holy Dintr-un Lemn Monastery (Almarom Publishing House, 1998),
as well as the architect Cristian Moisescu and others.

A reference book useful for our documentation was the Monograph of Dintr-un
Lemn Monastery (Miiastra Publishing House, Targu Jiu, 2009) by the nuns Tecla
Fuioagi and Teodosia Barac. The authors, members of the community, approached
the subject from a multilateral perspective based on documentary sources at hand.

In the six issues published from 2014 to 2019 of the “Mission” journal of
“General Paul Teodorescu” Research Center for the Cooperation of the Orthodox
Church with the Romanian Army, with the headquarters at Dintr-un Lemn
Monastery, recovering the past of the Holy place and its research has been priority
of the journal's editorial staff, There have been published 14 studies, articles and
documents related to the history of the monastery, which have brought to the
forefront of research in the field much new information.

Another target of our research has been to make known the history of Dintr-
un Lemn Monastery abroad. Two studies have been published by Associate Prof.
Nicoleta Stanica and Prof. Dr. Valentin Ciorbea in the Dialogo. Journal of the Dialogue
between Science and Theology at Zilina University of the Slovak Republic.!

The iconography of the monograph was selected from several sources: the
Holy Monastery’s photo gallery, from the over 500 images taken in the monastic
complex by Mr. Marian Mihiiescu from “Michael the Brave” 30t Guard, from
the photos provided by Father Olariu from the Archdiocese of Ramnic and those
transmitted by the National Museum of Art of Romania. We also used images from
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Cercetitorul arelaindemani si o listd bibliografici. Nuinsistimasupra reperelor,
dar informiim pe toti cei interesati ¢ ne-au fost de reali utilitate instrumentele
de lucru realizate de domnul Nicolae Ravici-Titiranu, O posibila bibliografie
pentru istoria Bisericii Ortodoxe din judetul Vileea (Muzeul Briilei, Editura Istros,
Briila, 2007) si Mandstiri ortodoxe. Descoperd locurile sfinte. Bibliografie (Editura
Offsetcolor, 2014). Il mentionim si pe apreciatul medievist Nicolae Stoicescu cu
pretioasa lucrare: Bibliografia localitafilor si monumentelor feudale din Romania. I -
Tara Romdneascd (Muntenia, Qltenia si Dobrogea) vol. 1 si 11 (Craiova/Bucuresti,
Mitropolia Olteniei, Tipografia ,Arta Grafici,” 1970).

Tn lista celor care au scris despre Ministirea Dintr-un Lemn gisim istorici,
ierarhi, preoti, monahii, scriitori, ziaristi si publicisti. Chiar si un inginer, Vasile V.
Vasiliu, a realizat dupa Primul Rizboi Mondial o notiti monografici: Mandstirea
Dintr-un Lemn.

Contributii notabile la cunoasterea trecutului ministirii au adus Nicolae lorga,
Radu Creteanu, Nicoale Veniamin, Tnaltprcasﬁn,titul Gherasim, inaltpreasﬁn;itu'l
Bartolomeu Anania, Arhimandritul Chesarie Gheorghescu, autor a mai multor
brosuri despre istoria Sfantului licas si al Pomelnicului Sfintei Mandstiri Dintr-un
Lemn (Editura Almarom, 1998), precum si arhitectul Cristian Moisescu s.a.

Un reper bibliografic util documentirii noastre l-a constituit Monografia
Mandstirii Dintr-un Lemn (Editura Miiastra, Targu Jiu, 2009), realizati de
rasoforele Tecla Fuioagi §i Teodosia Barac. Autoarele, membre ale obstei, au
abordat subiectul dintr-o perspectivd multilaterali pe baza surselor documentare
avute la indeméni.

In cele sase numere apirute incepind cu anul 2014 pand in 2019 ale revistei
wMisiuned” 2 Centrului de Cercetare a Conlucririi Bisericii Ortodoxe cu Armata
Rominiei ,General Paul Teodorescu,” cu sediul la Ministirea Dintr-un Lemn,
recuperarea trecutului Sfintului licas §i cunoagterea lui a constituit o prioritate a
redactiei anuarului. S-au publicat 14 studii, articole si documente legate de istoria
mindstirii, care au adus in planul cunoasterii multe informatii inedite.

O altd tintd a noastrd a fost cunoasterea istoriei Ministirii Dintr-un Lemn
in straindtate. Doud studii au publicat conf. univ. dr. Nicoleta Stanca si prof. univ.
dr. Valentin Ciorbea in revista ,Dialogo. Journal of the Dialogue between Science and
Theology,” apiruti la Universitatea Zilina din Republica Slovacia.*

Iconografia monografiei a fost selectatd din mai multe surse: fototeca Sfintei
mingstiri, din cele peste 500 de imagini realizate in complexul monahal de
citre domnul Marian Mihiiescu de la Brigada 30 Gardi ,Mihai Viteazul,” din
fotografiile puse la dispozitie de Pirintele Olariu de la Arhipiscopia Rimnicului
si cele transmise de Muzeul Naional de Artd al Roméniei. S-au folosit gi imagini
din arhiva revistei ,Misiunea.” Fotografiile documentului de cancelarie emis de
Constantin Brincoveanu si ale Condicii Ministirii Dintr-un Lemn le datorim
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the archive of the “Mission” journal. The photos of the chancery document issued
by Constantin Brincoveanu and of the Register of Dintr-un Lemn Monastery are
due to the generous support of Mr. Laurentiu-Stefan Szemkovics. To all those who
responded to our requests for illustrating the monograph we would like to express
our sincere thanks.

As far as we are concerned, we have devised and realized the history of the
monastery between the chronological limits marked by the legend of the founding
of 2 wooden church and the year 2019. Our desire is to retain the attention of the
public in Romania and abroad through a historical discourse on the past and the
present of one of the most interesting and famous Romanian monasteries.

Thus, Dintr-un Lemn Monastery has known them all, periods of growth, but
also difficult moments. If we insisted on the sacrifices of the abbesses who served
the place for long periods, we did so to highlight the constant turmoil and concern
for preserving the monuments of the Holy place, a reality revealed with historical
sources, to keep the service according to the canons, and to accomplish all the
duties for the proper functioning of the household and the improvement of the
living conditions. Where we felt it was more beneficial for the knowledge of the
reader, we allowed the sources to speak.

We would not have been able to finish the book without the blessing of the
His Eminence Varsanufie, Archbishop of Rimnic. We also address him our entire
gratitude.

Many thanks to Mrs. Luminita Giurgiu, who searched the archive of the
National Heritage Institute and found important documents on the state of
the monuments, works, documents and the interventions of the management of
the monastery for technical and financial support. The nuns Tecla Fuioagi, who
is also the author of the pages about the organization of the stone church, and
Ecaterina Fermegeanu have joined us in searching the Archdiocese Archives and
the documents of Dintr-un Lemn Monastery.

We are grateful to Professor Dumitru Garoafd, a leading archivist for the
documents made available. The same sentiments of gratitude we have for our
friend Alin Spanu and prof. dr. Petre Turlea, who photocopied documents from
the National Archives of Romania, brought them to our attention and offered
them to me.

The conditions of study and access to the monastery’s current archive, the
clarifying discussions on events in the recent history of the Holy place with the
devout Mother Abbess Emanuela Oprea have been decisive for the accomplishment
of the project.

Heartfelt thanks and our whole appreciation to our colleague and friend
Associate Prof. Nicoleta Stanca from the Department of Modern Languages and
Literatures and Communication Sciences of the Faculty of Letters, “Ovidius”
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sprijinului acordat cu generozitate de domnul Laurentiu-Stefan Szemkovics.
Tuturor celor care au rispuns solicitirilor noastre pentru ilustrarea monografie le
adresim respectuoase mulfumiri.

in ceea ce ne priveste, am gindit si realizat istoria mindstirii intre limitele
cronologice marcate de legenda intemeierii bisericutei dintr-un lemn §i anul 2019.
Dorinta noastri este si retinem atentia cititorului din Romania §i striinitate printr-
un discurs istoric asupra trecutului si prezentului uneia dintre cele mai interesante
si renumite manastiri romanesti.

SiMinistirea Dintr-un Lemn s-a aflat sub vremuri diferite, cunoscind perioade
de crestere, dar si momente dificile. Dacd am staruit asupra jertfelor depuse de
egumenele cu stiretii indelungate am ficut-o pentru a evidentia zbuciumul si grija
continui de a péstra si conserva monumentele Sfantului lacas, realitate relevati cu
prisosintid de izvoare istorice, de a tine slujbele conform canoanelor si de a realiza
toate ascultirile pentru buna functionare a gospodariei si imbunititirea conditiilor
de vietuire. Acolo unde am considerat ci este mai benefic pentru informarea
cititorului am lisat izvoarele si vorbeasci.

Nu am fi reusit si ducem cartea la final firi binecuvintarea Inaltpreasfintitului
Varsanufie, Arhiepiscop al Ramnicului. Ti adresim §i pe aceastd cale intreaga
noastri gratitudine.

Mulrumiri multe se cuvin doamnei dr. Luminita Giurgiu, care a investigat
arhiva Institutului National al Patrimoniului si a depistat importante documente
referitoare la starea monumentelor, lucririlor, devizelor si interventiilor conducerii
mindstirii pentru sprijin tehnic si financiar. Maicile Tecla Fuioagi, cireia ii apartin
si paginile despre Erminia bisericii de zid, impreuni cu Ecaterina Fermeseanu, ne-
au secondat in investigarea Arhivei Arhiepiscopiei si a documentelor Mandstirii
Dintr-un Lemn.

Aducem prinos domnului profesor Dumitru Garoafi, arhivist de marca pentru
documentele semnalate si puse la dispozitie. Aceleasi sentimente de recunostintd
nutrim pentru prietenul Alin Spanu si profesorului universitar doctor Petre Turlea,
care au fotocopiat documente din Arhivele Nationale ale Romaniei, ni le-au
semnalat si pus la dispozitie.

Conditiile de studiu si acces la arhiva curenti a ministirii, discutiile
clarificatoare pe evenimente din istoria recentd a Sfantului licas cu Prea Cuvioasa
Maica Stareta Emanuela Oprea au fost hotaratoare pentru implinirea proiectului.

Calde multumiri si intreaga noastri pretuire colegei si prietenei, conf. univ. dr.
Nicoleta Stanca de la Departamentul de Limbi si literaturi moderne si stiintele
comunicirii al Facultitii de Litere din Universitatea ,Ovidius” din Constanta, care
s-a angajat in munca grea §i istovitoare a verificirii textului in varianta roméneasci
si mai ales a efectudrii traducerii in limba englezi.
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University of Constanta, who has engaged in the hard and exhausting work of
checking the Romanian version and, especially tran slating it into English.

[fwe do not aim too high, we also hope that through this monograph we join
with a special “work” the line of founders, supporters and benefactors of Dintr-
un Lemn Monastery, with gratitude to the hicrarchs of the Ramnic Archdiocese
who took care of the Holy place, the monastic community, the abbesses and the
confessors who have kept the candle burning for centuries and have eagerly carried
through centuries the material and spiritual heritage from generation to generation,
raising daily prayers to God for the good of the Romanian people, and especially
for the Air Forces, the Naval Forces and “Michael the Brave” 30th Guard Brigade.

If you come to Dintr-un Lemn Monastery as a pilgrim and visitor, leaving
you led through the chronicle of the Holy Monastery by the guide nun and
reading the monograph, it means, dear reader, that together we have achieved the
objectives proposed: knowledge, appreciation and respect for the monastery and
the community, the strengthening of faith in Orthodoxy at whose Altar military of
the Romanian Army pray and feel in the House of God and whose symbols you
will know and admire.

We opted from the beginning of the preparation of the monograph for the
bilingual editorial version. The reason is understandable. We would also like the
reader who is not familiar with the Romanian language, but interested in our
history, to know the wonderful story of a monastic complex unique in Romania
and Eastern Orthodoxy;, bearing an exciting name — Dintr-un Lemn Monastery.

“General Paul Teodorescu”
Research Centre for the Cooperation
between the Orthodox Church and the Romanian Army
Director,
Prof. Dr. Valentin Ciorbea
December 2019

——e——— ——
(| <)
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Daci nu tintim prea mult, nutrim si noi speranta ci prin aceasti monografie ne
aliiturim cu o ,ctitorire” speciald sirului de intemeietori, sprijinitori si bineficitori
ai Ministirii Dintr-un Lemn, cu recunostinti citre ierarhii Arhiepiscopiei
Ramnicului care au purtat de griji Sfantului licas, obstei monahale, staretelor si
duhownicilor care tin candela aprinsi de secole si au purtat prin vremuri, cu rivnd,
bogata mogtenire materiald si spirituald din generatie in generatie, ridicind zilnic
rugi la Dumnezeu pentru binele poporului romin i, in mod special, pentru Fortele
Aeriene, Navale si Brigada 30 Gardi ,Mihai Viteazul.”

Daci vei poposi la Mianistirea Dintr-un Lemn ca pelerin si vizitator, lisdndu-
te condus prin hronicul Sfantului licas de maica ghid si vei lectura si monografia
inseamni, stimate cititor, cd impreund am implinit obiectivele propuse: cunoagtere,
pretuire si respect pentru ministire si obste, intdrirea credintei in Ortodoxie, la a
cirui Altar se roagi si se simt in Casa lui Dumnezeu militari ai Armatei Romane,
ale caror simboluri le vei cunoaste si admira.

Am optat de la inceputul pregitirii monografiei pentru varianta editoriald
in editie bilingvi. Motivul este de inteles. Dorim ca si cititorul necunoscitor al
limbii romane, dar interesat de istoria noastrd, s3 cunoascd minunata poveste a unui
complex monahal unic in Roménia si Ortodoxia Risiriteani, ce poartd un nume
incitant — Ministirea Dintr-un Lemn.

Centrul de Cercetare a
Conlucriarii Bisericii Ortodoxe cu
Armata Romanici ,,General Paul Teodorescu”
Director,

Prof.univ.dr. Valentin Ciorbea
decembrie 2019

.
[
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Ch. L
IIN 6hE BEGINNING GHERE WAS GHE LEGEND

25 km away from Riamnicu Vilcea, the residence of Valeea County, and 6 km
from the town of Bibeni, on a marvellous plain, at the border of the village of
Manistireni, at present Dezrobiti, belonging to the village of Francesti, bounded
by the Otisiu brook, flowing on the left into the Bistrita river, flowing in its turn
in the Olt, one of the great rivers of Romania and also bounded by the hillside with
oaks and fruit trees, pilgrims are revealed the majestic Dintr-un Lemn Monastery.
Here, since the sixteenth cen tury, the land has been creatively valued and the
churches and the ensemble of adjoining buildings have risen on successive terraces
in a vision that has tended towards monumentality.

he pilgrims who walk through the three gates of the monastery
have the chance, by climbing the steps leading to the stone church
and the wooden one, both guarded by the secular oaks, to know
its history and to connect to the Orthodox spirituality of the holy
sanctuary. A secular past tied the legend to the historical truth,
synthesized as best as possible in the unique name of the monastic
complex — Dintr-un Lemn Monastery (the Monastery from One Wood).

Three pieces of evidence of historical ascendancy, visible today as well, are
strong arguments to support the legend of the foundation of monastic life in this
place: the secular oaks, the wooden church, and the Ioon of Virgin Mary with Child, the
Wenderworker. These are the landmarks that were later added to the stone church,
which placed the history of Dintr-un Lemn Monastery in a secular evolution about
which pilgrims and visitors find out from the nuns whose duty is to act as guides.

[.1.The Secular Oaks of Frincesti

The chronicle of the Holy place, states the guide nun, starts with the first notes
about the protective oaks, which the pilgrims admire climbing up to the wooden
church, The first page belongs to the famous Syrian traveller Paul of Aleppo (1627-
1667). Son of Patriarch Macarie III of the Anatolian and All-Eastern Church,
he was raised and educated in the church environment. At the age of 20, he is
ordained and not long afterwards he is known as Archdeacon of Damascus and
Aleppo. He serves his father as a secretary and accompanies him on his journeys
to places including the Romanian Principalities. On January 17, 1653, Patriarch
Macarie TIT and his companions landed in Constanta. From here he left for lasi at
the invitation of Prince Vasile Lupu (1634-1638), who hoped for financial supl.;nrt
for the Melchite Church in Syria, pressed by the Ottoman authorities to pay the
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CAP. L
LA INCEPUG A FOSG LEGENDA

La 25 de kilometri de municipiul Rimnicu Vilcea, resedinta judetului Vilcea,
si 6 kilometri de oragul Bibeni, pe un minunat plai, la hotarul satului Ministireni,
astazi Dezrobiti, apartinind comunei Frincesti, delimitat de paraul Otisdu, afluent
din stinga al rdului Bistrira ce-gi poarti apele spre intalnirea cu Oltul, unul din
marile rauri ale Rominiei si coasta dealului cu stejari si pomi fructiferi, privirii
pelerinilor i se infitiseazd maiestuos Mindstirea Dintr-un Lemn. Aici, incepand
cu secolul al XVI-lea s-au valorificat creativ denivelirile terenului ridicandu-se, pe
terase succesive, bisericile si ansamblul constructiilor aferente, intr-o viziune ce a
tins spre monumentalitate.

bl elerinii care pisesc prin cele trei porti ale mindstirii au sansa,
urcind treptele ce duc spre biserica de zid si cea dintr-un lemn,
ambele strijuite de stejarii seculari, si-i cunoasci istoria, sd se
conexeze la spiritualitatea ortodoxi ce o degaji Sfantul licas. Un

trecut secular ce a impletit legenda cu adevirul istoric, sintetizat
cum nu se putea mai reusit in numele unic ce-l poarti complexul
monahal — Ministirea Dintr-un Lemn.

Trei dovezi cu ascendenti istorici, vizibile si astiizi, se constituie in puternice
argumente de sustinere a legendei intemeierii vietii monahale pe acest loc: stejarii
seculari, bisericuta dintr-un lemn $i Icoana Maicii Domnului cu Pruncul, Ficdtoare
de Minuni. Sunt reperele, cirora li s-a adiugat ulterior biserica de zid, care au
pus istoria Ministirii Dintr-un Lemn in evolutia seculari despre care pelerinii si
vizitatorii afli detalii de la maicile cu ascultarea de indrumare.

I.1. Stcjurii seculari de la Fr;inc&-:;iti

Letopisetul Sfantului licas, precizeazi ghidul ministirii, incepe cu primele
insemniri despre stejarii protectori, pe care pelerinii i admird urcind spre bisericuta
dintr-un lemn. Prima fili ii apartine celebrului cilitor sirian Paul din Alep (1627-
1667). Fiu al patriarhului Macarie III al bisericii Anatoliei si a Intregului Rasirit
a fost crescut si educat in mediul bisericesc. La 20 de ani este hirotonit si nu peste
mult timp numit arhidiacon de Damasc si Alep. Tndep]jncgte pe lingd tatdl sdu
functia de secretar gi il insoteste in cilitoriile sale care au cuprins si Tarile Romine.
La 17 ianuarie 1653 suita patriachului Macarie 111 a debarcat la Constanta. De
aici a plecat la Iagi, la invitatia domnitorului Vasile Lupu (1634-1638) de la care
spera un sprijin financiar pentru biserica Melchiti din Siria, presata de autorititile
otomane si-si achite obligatiile fiscale. In luna octombrie 1653 patriarhul Macarie

MANASTIREA DINTR-UN LEMN - UN COMPLEX MONAHAL UNIC TN ROMANIA

Monografie istorica

]



tax obligations. In October 1653 Patriarch Macarie and Paul of Aleppo arrived
in Térgoviste at the court of Prince Matei Basarab. They returned to Moldova on
May 22, 1654 and then went to Ukraine and from here to Moscow at the palace
of Tsar Alexei T (1654-1676). In Russia they remained until May 29, 1656, when
they left for Tasi. They stayed for a month and a half in the capital of Moldavia.
On 16 October they headed for Wallachia, and they also saw the monasteries in
Oltenia, including Dintr-un Lemn Monastery. Of the 7 years, 4 months and 20
days of the trip, “in the Romanian Lands, the Syrian travellers spent almost three and
a half years™ During his journey, Paul of Aleppo kept a journal appreciated by
Toana Teodorov, the Romanian translator “of the most comprebensive texts in Arabic
literature, of the Ukrainians and of other Central and Eastern European peoples in the
mid-seventeenth century.”

Visiting Dintr-un Lemn Monastery in 1657, impressed by the majestic oaks,
Paul of Aleppo remembered: “Next 1o it (the wooden church, our rote) there are the
fwo very large trees. They told us that the tree [from which the church was raised] was
the third one similar to the two™ (Sic).

The next chronicler who left remarks of exceptional documentary value about
Dintr-un Lemn Monastery was the Metropolitan of Walachia, Neofit T the
Cretan (1738-1753).% A native of Crete he was brought by Prince Constantine
Mavrocordat (1735-1741) as a teacher for his children. Supported by the ruler,
he entered the monks’ community and climbed into the church hierarchy to the
metropolitan seat. He was an enlightened bishop, who supported the social reforms
initiated by Prince Constantine Mavrocordat, initiated the setting up of schools
for peasant children, printed Romanian books of worship and wrote original works
about the Holy communion and anointing.

Significant for his pastoral activity are two canonical trips during which he
“preached, baptized, to the teaching of priests, directed the priests and the faithful.
Bur above all, we were left precious travel notes in Greek, with a series of historical,
geographical and ethnographical news. He copies general inscriptions, inscriptions
on grave stones, thus laying the foundation for the first torpus’ of inscriptions in our
tradition, he records local traditions, etc. He appears to us today as a precursor of later
historical research,”®

In the first canonical journey accompanied by deacons and priests in the counties
of Ilfov, Vlagca, Ddmbaovita, Muscel, Arges and Vilcea, carried out between June 2
and September 1, 1746, he also visited Dintr-un Lemn Monastery, describing the
legend of the oak and the other trees. He noted in the journal: “And besides that
oak cut, there are other two oaks in the same place. The root of ene of them we also saw,
because it had broken only for a few years, And the other oak is now big and tall.””

In Romania the oak is considered the king of forests. The trunk can reach 50 m,
1 to 2 m in diameter, with a wide, impressive crown, and a longevity between 500
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si Paul din Alep au sosit la Targoviste la curtea domnitorului Matei Basarab.
Se reintorc in Moldova la 22 mai 1654. Au plecat apoi in Ucraina si, de aici, la
Moscova, la palatul tarului Alexei I (1654-1676). In Rusia au stat pana la 29 mai
1656, cand pornesc spre Tagi. Au rimas o luni §i jumitate in capitala Moldovei. La
16 octombrie au plecat spre Tara Romaneasci, prilej cu care au viizut si mindstirile
din Oltenia, intre care si Ministirea Dintr-un Lemn. Din cei 7 ani, 4 luni 5i 20 de
zile cit a durat cilitoria ,in Tidrile Romane caldtorii sirieni au petrecut aproape frei
ani si jumitate.” Pe parcursul cilitoriei Paul din Alep a tinut un jurnal apreciat
de loana Teodorov, traducitoarea in limba romand ,a celui mai cuprinzdtor text din
literatura arabd, a ucrainienilor §i altor popoare central- si est-europene la jumdtatea
secolului al XVII-lea.™

Vizitind Manistirea Dintr-un Lemn in anul 1657, impresionat de maiestuosii
stejari, Paul din Alep a retinut: ,A/aturi de ea (bisericuta dintr-un lemn n.n.) se
gasesc cet doi copaci foarte mari. Ne-au spus cd acel copac [din care a fost ridicatd biserical
a fost al treilea la fel™ (Sic).

Urmaitorul cronicar care ne-a lisat insemniri cu valoare documentari deosebiti
despre Manistirea Dintr-un Lemn a fost mitropolitul Térii Roménesti, Neofit I
Cretanul (1738-1753).° Originar din Creta a fost adus de domnitorul Constantin
Mavrocordat (1735-1741) ca profesor pentru copiii sii. Sprijinit de citre domnitor,
a intrat in cinul monahal si a urcat in ierarhia bisericeascd pani la scaunul de
mitropolit. A fost un arhiereu luminat ce a sustinut reformele sociale inifiate de
domnitorul Constantin Mavrocordat, a initiat infiintarea de scoli pentru copiii
de tiirani, a tiprit in limba roman3 cirti de cult si a scris lucriri originale despre
impartisanie si miruire.

Semnificative sunt pentru activitatea sa de péstorire doud cilitorii canonice pe
parcursul cirora .a predicat, a savdrsit botexuri, spre invdtatura prgaﬁ!or; a indrumar
pe preoti si credinciogi. Dar mai presus de acestea ne-a ldsat prefioase insemndri de
caldtorie in greceste, cu 0 seamd de stiri istorice, geografice si etnografice. Copiazd pisanii,
inscriptii de pe pietre de mormant pundnd astfel bazele primului «orpus» de inscriptii de
la not, consemneazd traditii locale etc. El ne apare astizi ca un precursor al cercetdrilor
istorice de mai tarziu.”®

in prima cilitorie canonicy, insotit de diaconi si preoti, prin judetele Ilfov,
Vlagea, Dambovita, Muscel, Arges si Vilcea, derulatd intre 2 unie si 1 septembrie
1746, a poposit §i la Mindstirea Dintr-un Lemn consemnind legenda stejarului
si a celorlalti copaci. A notat in jurnal: ,§i in afara acelui stejar taiat, se mai afld, in
acelasi loc, alti doi stejari. Raddcina unuia din ei am vdzut-o §i noi, fiindcd se rupsese
numai de cdtiva ani. lar stcjarul celdlalt este si acum mare i inalt.””

In Romania stejarul este considerat regele padurilor. Tulpina poate atinge 50
m, diametrul intre 1 si 2 m, cu o coroani largd, impresionants, si o longevitate
intre 500 si 800 de ani si chiar mai mult dupi opinia specialigtilor. Din vremuri
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and 800 years and even more, according to experts. Since ancient times, the oak has
been regarded as a sacred, powerful tree, symbolizing eternal life. The presence of
oak mistletoe amplifies, for the ancients, the fact that the tree is chosen by divinity.
It is known to have therapeutic properties. The Romanians took over from the
Dacian ancestors the oak processing technique they used to make crosses, rel igious
and civil constructions.

According to Valeriu Anania ( 1921-2011),* a theologian, writer and poet
of a great creative force, researcher, translator of the Bible, 2 monk under name
Bartholomew and Metropolitan of Cluj, Alba and Maramures, the oak is “»no mere
symbol of stability, but also of the uranic-telluric, divine-human bipolarity. Thus, the
strenger the significance of the oak in our legend. F, inalfly, the sacred tree is transformed
into a floating ship to the eschaton, a ship not only sanctified but also inseparable by
having Jesus Christ as an carsman, and wherever it may be, it is forever in heaven.”

The five century-old secular oaks, ageing, attacked by worms and with many dry
branches, constituted, in the early 1980s, a danger to both pilgrims and nuns. The
leadership of the monastery intervened at the Town Hall of Francesti on July 10,
1984, through an address requesting the intervention of the competent authorities
for carrying out specific rescue works, the oaks being protected by law. The Mayor’s
Office addressed the Ministry of Forestry, which, after obtaining the approval of
the State Council, constituted a commission led by Engineer Alexandru Madularu,
the head of the Forestry Authority in Bibeni. He collaborated with the Forest
Research Institute in Bucharest and after the evaluation of each oak, specific
interventions were made during October 1984, Years later, in a letter addressed to
the abbess Emanuela Oprea, Engineer Alexandru Midularu remembered “Zhere
were 5 secular oaks of more than 800 years old ... I cared [ for them by: cleaning up dryings,

Silling with warious materials in the existing scrubs.” Today, around the wooden
church there are 22 oaks of different ages. About 4 it is said to be around 500-600
years old. 11 are younger, some of them being planted by the nuns. On 29 June
2018, by the care of His Eminence Varsanufie, Axchbishop of Rimnic, 7 saplings
were dedicated to founders and personalities.

Among the great oaks, the one on the left side, near the path leading to the
church, contained in the shell a small, painted icon that could be admired by
pilgrims a few years ago. The tree has embedded it in its bark the way a wound
closes. Many pilgrims ask the guides of the monastery what happened to the little
icon, which is proof that they returned to the monastery.

The veneration of the oak is confirmed in the middle of the nineteenth century
by the writer Grigore Alexandrescu (1810-1 895). In the remarks made in 1845,
in A fourney in Little Wallachia, he writes about the miraculous power of the oak
that would have protected itself from the intention of a Turkish military to cut
it in 1822 during the occupation of the monastery by the Ottoman troops. The
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strivechi stejarul este apreciat ca un arbore sacru, puternic, semnificind viata eterni.
Prezenta véscului de stejar amplifica, pentru antici, faptul ci respectivul copac este
ales al divinititii. Se gtie cd are proprietiti terapeutice. Rominii au preluat de la
strimosii daci tehnica prelucririi stejarului pe care [-au folosit la realizarea de cruci,
constructii religioase si civile.

Conform precizirilor lui Valeriu Anania (1921-2011),® teolog, scriitor si poet
de o mare fortd creativd, cercetitor, traducitor al Bibliei, monah cu numele de
Bartolomeu, mitropolit al Clujului, Albei si Maramuresului, stejarul este ,simbol
nw numai al stabilitatii, ci 5i al bipolaritatii uranic-teluric, divin-uman. Cu atdt mai
puternicd este semnificatia stejarului din legenda noastrd. In sfarsit lemnul arborelui
sacru se preface in navd plutitoare spre eshaton, o navd nu numai sfingitd, dar ji
nedespdrfitd, avindu-1 la carmd pe Isus Hristos, dar oriunde s-ar afla este pururi in
certiri.”™

Cei cinci stejari seculari, afectati de fenomenul de imbitranire, atacati de
viermi si cu multe crengi uscate, constituiau, la inceputul anilor ,80 ai secolului
trecut, un pericol pentru pelerini si maici. Conducerea ministirii a intervenit la
Primiria Frincegti lo 10 iulic 1984, printr-o adresd in care solicita interventia
forurilor competente pentru efectuarea unor lucriri specifice de salvare, stejarii
fiind protejati de lege. Primiria s-a adresat Ministerului Silviculturii care, dupi ce
a obtinut aprobarea Consiliului de Stat, a constituit o comisie condusi de inginerul
Alexandru Midularu, seful Ocolului Silvic Bibeni. S-a colaborat cu Institutul
de Cercetiri Silvice Bucuresti si dupd evaluarea fiecirui stejar, in cursul lunii
octombrie 1984 s-au ficut interventii specifice. Peste ani, intr-o scrisoare adresatd
staretei Emanuela Oprea, inginerul Alexandru Midularu rememora: ,Erau 5§
stejari seculari de peste 800 de ani.... i-am ingrijit prin: curdfatul de uscaturi, plombiri
cu diferite pliante in scorburile existente.”™® Astizi, in preajma bisericutei de lemn,
sunt 22 de stejari de diferite virste. Despre 4 se spune ci ar avea 500-600 de ani.
Alti 11 sunt mai tineri, citiva fiind plantati de maici. La 29 iunie 2018 prin grija
Inaltpresfintitului Varsanufie, Arhiepiscop al Ramnicului, au fost saditi 7 puieti
dedicati ctitorilor si unor personalititi.

Dintre marii stejari cel crescut pe partea stingid, lingd poteca ce duce spre
bisericutd, a cuprins in coajd o icoand pictatd, de mici dimensiuni, ce putea fi
admirati de pelerini in urmi cu citiva ani. Copacul a inglobat-o in scoarta sa asa
cum se inchide o rand. Nu putini sunt pelerinii care intreabd ghizii mindstirii ce
s-a intdmplat cu mica icoand, dovadi cd au revenit in mandstire.

Venerarea stejarului o confirmi la mijlocul secolului al XIX-lea si scriitorul
Grigore Alexandrescu (1810-1895). In insemnirile realizate in anul 1845, O
preumblare in Valahia Micd, scrie despre puterea miraculoasi a stejarului care s-ar
fi protejat la intentia unui militar turc de a-l tiia, in 1822, pe timpul ocupatiei
miindstirii de trupele otomane. Traditia preluati de scriitor spune ci la prima
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tradition taken over by the writer claims that at the first blow of the axe. the tool
bounced back striking the Turk with 2 mortal blow. Grigore Alf:xandrcsc:,l tells us
that he met at the monastery four ladies from Craiova on pilgrimage. He noticed
how they admired the oak, how they prayed and took some leaves, kissed them
and put them in their bosom. And nowadays there are pilgrims who admire tht;
oaks and want to chain them with their arms.

The writer Alexandru Odobescu (1 834-1899), as a member of the Commission
for Historical and Archaeological Research, researched the historical monuments
in TJ.lC counties of Arges and Vélcea. He addresses the Brancovan settlements and
recerves a recommendation to visit the monasteries in Vilcea, including Dintr-un
Lemn Monastery, and to study the drawing of the Crown of the Holy Mother of
God in the custody of Horezu Monastery."! Visiting the wooden church at Dintr-
un Lemn Monastery, he writes: “Next fo it there is the root of the big oak (a type of vak
our note) that crumbled a few years ago; ils dried, roasted arz.d rolten trunk is next to z‘f?
The p;easam‘s come and take pieces of it for drinking and boiling to cure them from colds
such is the great veneration of this place.™ J

At the end of the stairs that climb into a curve to the right, before entering the
cemetery of the monastery, the pilgrims stop at the “fable of silence” made of a secular
oak fell to the ground. The work reminds us of the well-known work of art from
the monumental ensemble “The Heroes’ Way” made by the sculptor Constantin
Brincugi between 1937-1938 in memory of the heroes of Gorj fighting in World
War I.

The fact that the church is on the second terrace might indicate the site of
the sacred oak. The careful resumption of information from historical sources
revealed another hypothesis put forward before, as it will be seen, by well-known

historians, and confirmed by archaeological research carried out on the occasion of
the reparation works of the stone church.
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loviturd de topor, unealta a ricogat izbindu-1 pe turc mortal. Grigore Alexandrescu
ne mai relateazi ci a intilnit la ministire patru doamne din Craiova aflate in
pelerinaj. A remarcat cum admirau stejarul, cum s-au inchinat §i au rupt cateva
frunze, le-au sirutat si le-au bigat in sin. $i in zilele noastre sunt pelerini care
admird stejarii si-si doresc si-i inlinfuie cu bratele lor.

Scriitorul Alexandru Odobescu (1834-1899), in calitate de membru in
Comisia pentru Cercetiri Istorico-Arheologice, a cercetat monumentele istorice
din judetele Arges si Vélcea. Se adreseaza Agezamintelor Brancovenesti §i primeste
recomandare pentru a vizita ministirile vilcene, intre care si Ministirea Dintr-un
Lemn si a studia desenul Coroana Maicii Domnului aflatd in custodia Ministirii
Horezu.! Vizitind bisericuta de lemn de la Ministirea Dintr-un Lemn scrie:
JAldturi e si raddcina gorunului cel mare (specie de stejar n.n.) ce s-a surpat de citiva
ani; tulpina lui uscatd gaunogitd §i putrexitd e alaturi. Taranii vin 5i iau bucdfi dintr-
insa de a bea si fierbe de friguri, atit ¢ de mare veneratia acestui loc.™

La capitul treptelor ce urcd intr-o curbd spre dreapta, inainte de a intra in
cimitirul mindstirii, pelerinii se opresc la ,masa ticerii” realizatd dintr-un stejar
secular cizut la pimint. Lucrarea aduce aminte de cunoscuta operi din Ansamblul
monumental ,Calea Eroilor” realizat de sculptorul Constantin Brancusi intre anii
1937-1938, in memoria eroilor gorjeni din Primul Rizboi Mondial.

Faptul ci bisericuta este pe terasa a doua s-a considerat ci aici ar fi fost locul
stejarului sacru. Reluarea cu atentie a informatiilor din izvoarele istorice au relevat o
altil ipotezi afirmard mai inainte, cum se va vedea, de reputati istorici i confirmati
de cercetirile arheologice ficute cu ocazia lucririlor de reparatii la bisericuta de zid.
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Stejarul protector al Ieonitei i Tzvordtor de mir / The protective oak of the Icon and String of myrrh
] et f Png 3

Stejar seadlar / Secular oakiree
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