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ENTREPRENEURIAL ECO-SYSTEMS  

& REGIONAL ALLIANCES 
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Rezumat. Studiul universităţilor şi rolul acestora pentru dezvoltarea întreprinderilor, 

pentru sprijin şi educaţie este foarte important. Cu toate acestea, atunci când Isenberg a 

inventat termenul "eco-sistem antreprenorial" şi a sugerat că învăţământul superior a 

fost unul dintre elementele cheie ale unui ecosistem regional, s-au deschis noi perspective 

privind conceptul de universitate şi rolul ei tot mai mare în afaceri globale, economice şi 

viaţă civică a unei regiuni. Care este acest mare rol şi cum se vede locul unei universităţi 

în această evoluţie antreprenorială a ecosistemului? Cum se încadrează în alianţe 

regionale înfiinţate pentru a construi dezvoltarea economică regională? Această lucrare 

prezintă două alianţe pilot care au fost formate recent, folosind atât instituţii de 

învăţământ superior dar şi un eco-sistem mai larg care să susţină Inovarea şi Inserţia 

Profesională (alianţele denumite SHIP şi REAL). 

Abstract. The study of universities and their role in enterprise development, support and 

education is very mature. However when Isenberg coined the term ‘entrepreneurial eco-

system’ and suggested that higher education was one of the key foundation blocks of a 

regional eco-system it threw open the concept of the university having a wider role in the 

overall business, economic and civic life of a region. What is this wider role, and how do 

the universities themselves view their place in this evolving entrepreneurial eco-system? 

How do they fit into Regional Alliances set up to build regional economic development? 

This paper introduces two pilot Alliances that have been recently formed using both the 

education institutes and the wider eco-system to drive Innovation and Graduate 

Employability (The SHIP and REAL Alliances). 
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‘Businesses often lack an appropriate ecosystem that will enable them to grow’. 

(European Commission, 2013) 

1. Universities and Alliance formation 

1.1. Introduction 

The study of universities and their role in enterprise development, support and 

education is very mature. However when Isenberg coined the term 

‘entrepreneurial eco-system’ (Isenberg, 2010) and suggested that higher education 

was one of the key foundation blocks of a regional eco-system it threw open the 

concept of the university having a wider role in the overall business, economic 

and civic life of a region. How do the universities themselves view their place in 

this evolving entrepreneurial eco-system? 
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