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SHORT ESSAY ON THE GREAT MIGRATION
Radu Ştefan VERGATTI1

Abstract: This short article aims to briefly present the phenomenon of great
migration that occurred from the 4th century B.C. to the 13th century A.D. It evolved
as a constant movement of peoples to areas of Europe ruled by the Roman Empire.
The great migration led to the destruction of the Roman civilisation. Another
consequence was the birth of modern peoples of Europe. As regards the western part
of the continent, Germanic peoples played an important role in the structure of the
new modern peoples. In Eastern Europe, the Slavic peoples were the catalyser that
contributed to the formation of modern peoples.
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We have used the title “short essay” for it is impossible that a mere article
should deal with all the issues raised by the demographic phenomenon known as
the “great migration”, which took place between the 4th century B.C. and the 13th
century A.D. throughout the entire Eurasian area. In support of this statement, we
may show that some of the most renowned historians that have dealt specifically
with this topic, such as Ferdinand Lot2 and, recently, the Caen professor Lucien
Musset3 and academician Victor Spinei4, have not reached final results, as they
were forced to confine themselves to formulating some assumptions5. We have
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