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1859 — LINK IN THE PROCESS OF UNIFICATION
AND REFORM OF ROMANIAN SOCIETY

Corneliu-Mihail LUNGU"

Abstract. This study aims to recall the 155" anniversary of the Romanian
Principalities Union, which represents the assertion of the modernization process for
the Romanian society.

Based on the relevant documents of that epoch, both from Romanian and foreign
archive resources, the material highlights the merits of Romanian nation as well as the
ones of Prince Alexandru Ioan Cuza in achieving this Union. The importance of the
Union on one side, as well as the qualities of the Prince imposed by a double election
on the other side, have been proven by diplomatic reports belonging to France,
England and Austrian representatives in Principalities.

Meanwhile, the archives resources represent an evidence for the efforts spent in order
to achieve and acknowledge this Union.

A special chapter has been dedicated for analyzing the reform process of the
Romanian society.

Despite all the obstacles encountered, the perseverance and firm actions of Prince A.I.
Cuza determined achieving those big reforms. His extraordinary merits have been
officially acknowledged by the Legislative Assembly of the Country, where he was
proclaimed as founder and reformer of the Romanian State.
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Refuzdm sd credem cd 155 de ani impliniti de la Unirea Principatelor
Roméne ar fi o varstd prea mare pentru a justifica tendinta de ,,uitare” a unui
moment de rascruce in istoria modernd si in evolutia societdtii romanesti In
ansamblul ei. Cu atdt mai mult trebuie condamnatd Incercarea unor pretingi
istorici de a ,,demitiza” personalitatea lui Al. I. Cuza, cel care s-a identificat cu
procesul de unificare si reformare a societatii romanesti la vremea respectiva.

Este demn de a recunoaste faptul ca Unirea din 1859 a fost favorizata de
conditiile si sistemul geopolitic configurat dupa Congresul de pace de la Paris din
1856. Dar, cu atit mai mult, trebuie sd remarcdm rolul determinant al natiei
romane §i aportul celui harazit de soarta sa preia si sd poarte stindardul Unirii
intr-un moment de rascruce pentru romani. Istoria a pastrat in memoria sa multe
situatii cand evenimentele au propulsat diverse personalitdti, dar care fie din lipsa
unor calitati demne de maretia faptelor, fie datoritd unor forte retrograde, ori
puteri oculte nu au reusit sa-si indeplineasca misiunea.
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