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IN QUEST OF A NEW EMPIRE - THE RUSSIA’S ENERGY POLICY

IN THE WIDER BLACK SEA REGION (1991-2010)"

Cosmin POPA'

Abstract: The evolutionary principle the leaders of this country place, at least in theory, at the
core of their action, cannot hide the fact that Russia is in full process of building a new type of
state. Stability, preventing sudden changes, security and a peaceful shifting of power are the
most important attributes of contemporary Russia. Being convinced they are meant to innovate
in matters of political organisation and social construction and especially frightened by the
West’s intention to quarter them to the periphery of the world system, the Russians channel a
large part of their national energy to trying to avoid classical routes of development. By putting
in circulation the concept of ‘sovereign democracy’, Russia, in reality, is building a new type
of authoritarianism, exercised in democratic forms but with authoritarian content.

Living a fortunate moment as an energy supplier, Russia sees the Black Sea Greater Region,
(including not only Europe but also the Caspian Sea area), as a territory it is qualified to
manage. At the beginning of the millennium Russia bet on energy, given its vast territory
crossed by virtually all major trade flows and transport routes. To Russia, o0il and natural gas
are the ideal ingredients able to transform it into a modern economy and a power of a new
type, one that carefully manages energy flows in Europe, Asia and the Far East. Trying to act
at the same time as Europe’s main supplier, unique transporter and exclusive distributor of gas
produced by Central Asian states, Russia wants to be the master of the huge trade hub
connecting Europe to Asia. Determined to merge into a single hand extraction, transport,
processing and distribution of fossil fuels in Europe, Russia is playing its intense game the best
it can, its only contenders being time and various world economic circumstances.

Keywords: Russia, oil, gas, politics, foreign policy, trade, Black Sea, Central Asia, Europe,
CIS

Rezumat: Strategiile energetice reprezintd pentru Rusia cel mai bine structurat $i mai puternic
instrument de politicd externa, aflat la baza eforturilor sale de transformare in centru mondial
de putere. In absenta unei organizatii politico-militare eficiente pe care s o controleze, precum
si a unei economii diversificate care sd-i permitd sa influenteze pe termen lung conjuncturile
economice mondiale, transformarea politicii energetice in principal registru al evolutiei sale
internationale este o consecinti a unei stiri structurale si mai putin o alegere strategica. in
perspectiva medie, adicd aproximativ spre 2030, obiectivul strategic intermediar al Rusiei 1n
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