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THE PAN-IRANIAN ZONE AND ELEMENTS OF
GEOPOLITICS, DEMOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

Radu Stefan VERGATTI'

Rezumat: Spatiul pan-iranian cuprinde o suprafata care depaseste granitele politice ale
Iranului. In interiorul lui trdiesc popoare care apartin culturii iraniene: persanii, azerii,
tadjicii, kurzii, osetinii, pastunii, belucii, khazarii. Deci se poate afirma ca aceasta
migcare, prin esenta ei culturald, este net deosebita de ideologia pan-turca §i cea pan-
araba. Acestea din urma aveau scopuri expansioniste, teritoriale. Pan-iranismul a apdrut
ca migcare in secolul al XIX-lea datorita migcarii clericilor siiti. El a progresat datorita
revolutiei constitutionale dintre anii 1905-1909 si a ideologiei formulate la inceputul
anilor 1920 de filosoful Mahmoud Afshar. Abia in deceniul al V-lea al secolului trecut s-a
format partidul pan-iranian. El a avut o ideologie clard: lupta pentru apdrarea fiintei
iraniene, contra dominatiei strdine. In fruntea actiunii au fost clericii siiti. Ei au reusit, in
anul 1979, prin revolutia condusa de ayatolahul Ruhollah Mousavi Khomeini. A fost un
mare succes. De atunci miscarea pan-iraniand a renascut. Iranul a putut sa duca propria
sa politica de mare putere zonald. Nu a cedat niciodatd presiunilor marilor puteri. El a
avut capacitatea de a sustine miscarile de independenta islamica. Toata aceastda miscare
a avut, are §i va avea un rol pozitiv pentru Iran.

Abstract: Pan-Iranian area includes a wider space than the one submit to the political
boundaries of Iran. Inside this area there are peoples belonging to Iranian culture:
Persians, Azeris, Tadjiks, Kurds, Ossetians, Pashtuns, Baluchis, Hazaras. So this
movement, and its ideological and cultural essence, differs substantially from the pan-
Turkic and pan-Arab movements. Those latter had expansionist territorial aims. The Pan-
Iranism emerged as a movement in the nineteenth century due to Shiite clerics, and
progressed through the years of the Constitutional Revolution (1905-1909) and the
ideology formulated in the early 1920s by the philosopher Mahmoud Afshar. Only in the
mid-to-late 1940s was formed a pan-Iranian party. Its clear ideology was the struggle for
the defense of Iran against foreign domination. This struggle was leaded by the Shiite
clergy. They achieved that goal. In 1979, the revolution led by Ayatollah Ruhollah
Mousavi Khomeini was a success. Since then the pan-Iranian movement was revived. The
state could lead its own great power policy, without giving up in front of the great powers
pressures. Iran has also the ability to support Islamic independence movements. The Pan-
Iranism has had, has and will have a positive role for Iran.
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The Pan-Iranian issue has given birth to a lot of debates so far'. When it should
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"' To discuss the evolution of the Pan-Iranian movement, see, among others, Xavier de Planhol
(1993), Les nations du Prophete, manuel geographique de politique musulmane, Paris, Fayard,

passim; Naser Engheta (2001), 50 years history with the Pan-Iranists, Los Angeles, passim.






