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Abstract. The Paris Peace Conference introduced a new international juridical 

concept as a decisive factor in their decisions: the right of all nations to self-

determination. The Treaty of Trianon from June 4
th

 1920 was not a bilateral one 

(Hungary-Romania) as it was signed by Hungary along 22 other states from all the 

continents. The Treaty does not contain the word Transylvania, and the border 

between Hungary and Romania was established based on the will of the majority. 

The Treaty came into effect on July 26
th

 1921 after its ratification by Romania and 

Hungary along the other signatory states.  
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Thousands of books have been written on the Treaty of Trianon, some of 

which offered an objective perspective (based on historical documents) while 

others offered a biased, partisan view. Various legends about it were spread at the 

time and some are still in circulation, more than 100 years later after its signing
1
. 

Those who cultivate such legends view the Paris Peace Conference as an attempt 

to punish Hungary and a decision to mutilate it.  

The reality is completely different, though. The comparative analysis of 

the peace congresses (conferences) that have taken place throughout history leads 

to a major conclusion: until 1919, decisions were made in small forums, with the 

victors dividing the conquered territories according to their own will, without 

taking into consideration the desires of the respective nations.  

The Peace Conference after the First World War introduced a new 

international legal concept, i.e. the right of all nations to self-determination as a 

decisive factor in the decision-making processes. In other words, the nation and 

the free expression of the people’s will come first
2
.  
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