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THE GREAT BATTLES ON THE EASTERN FRONT 

IN THE SUMMER OF 1917, IN THE COMMENTS 

OF THE HUNGARIAN PRESS IN ORADEA 
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Rezumat. Marile confruntări din vara anului 1917 de pe frontul din Moldova, de la 

Mărăşti, Mărăşeşti şi Oituz, unde, după refacere, armata română, prin lupte îndârjite, 

a oprit înaintarea inamicului şi a obţinut o strălucită victorie, a dus la eşuarea 

planului ofensiv al armatei germane de a ocupa Moldova şi a da României lovitura 

de graţie, după repetatele înfrângeri ale armatei ruse în Galiţia. Victoriile româneşti 

au avut un amplu ecou în presa vremii, în ţară şi peste hotare. Presa maghiară însă, 

în speţă cea din Oradea (cotidianele Nagyváradi Napló, Szabadság, Tiszántúl), 

optând pentru dezinformarea cititorului, vorbeşte doar de victorii ale germano-

maghiarilor şi de eşecuri ale românilor şi ruşilor. Rareori, printre rânduri, în expresii 

lacunare, exprimate evaziv şi cu efect atenuant, întâlnim referiri la unele succese ale 

românilor. 
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In the summer of 1917, the military situation on the various fronts became 

critical for the Triple Entente. On the Russian-Romanian front, the Central 

Powers’ counter-offensive at the beginning of July led to the defeat of the Russian 

troops in the North, with the Austrian armies getting again to Galicia and 

Bucovina. In these conditions, the German commandment drew up a plan to 

remove Romania from the battle, through a concerted offensive of two groups of 

armies: one, guided by Mackensen, in the Nămoloasa area, another one, guided by 

Gerock, in the Oituz area. According to the plan, the Romanian troops were to be 

caught in a huge pliers, destroyed, and Moldova occupied. 

The succession of the military actions in the summer of 1917 generated three 

operations: the one from Mărăşti (the Battle of Mărăşti), the offensive operation 

of the 2nd Romanian Army; the defense operations of the 1st Romanian Army in 

the Mărăşeşti area and the right wing of the 2nd Army in the Oituz area (Battle of 

Mărăşeşti and Battle of Oituz). 

The great confrontations in Mărăşti, Mărăşeşti and Oituz, where after the 

rehabilitation, the Romanian army, through fierce fighting, stopped the 

advancement of the enemy and won a brilliant victory, led the German Army’s 
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