Annals of the Academy of Romanian Scientists
Series on Philosophy, Psychology, Theology and Journalism
Online ISSN 2067 – 113X
Volume 6, Number 1–2/2014

5

PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES OF EMPIRICISM
AND ANALYTICAL PHILOSOPHY IN ROMANIA∗
Angela BOTEZ∗∗
Abstract. Through the years, Romanian philosophers have been interested in British
philosophy (Bacon, Locke, Hume) and in all the three periods of positivism: (I)
philosophy of Comte, Spencer, Mill in the 19th century, (II) empirio-criticism: Mach,
Avenarius, Petzold, and (III) analytical philosophy. As regards the latter, they have
discussed the issue of the analysis process as being central, and the main idea that the
surface form of a language may conceal a hidden logical structure. They have also
been concerned with historical perspectives and confidence in the analysis method
fostered by Frege and Russell's early reducing mathematics to logic and by the
insights offered by the theory of definite descriptions, as well as by Moore and
Carnap, the practitioners of analytical philosophy, who gave philosophy a new
orientation to empiricism and formal logic.
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Through the years, Romanian philosophers have been interested in British
philosophy (Bacon, Locke, Hume) and in all the three periods of positivism:
(I) philosophy of Comte, Spencer, Mill in the 19th century, (II) empirio-criticism:
Mach, Avenarius, Petzold, and (III) analytical philosophy. As regards the latter, they
have discussed the issue of the analysis process as being central, and the main idea
that the surface form of a language may conceal a hidden logical structure. They have
also been concerned with historical perspectives and confidence in the analysis
method fostered by Frege and Russell's early reducing mathematics to logic and by
the insights offered by the theory of definite descriptions, as well as by Moore and
Carnap, the practitioners of analytical philosophy, who gave philosophy a new
orientation to empiricism and formal logic.
Romanian specialists have pointed out that the chief topics considered by
analytical philosophers can be put into different groups: a) existence sentences,
identity sentences, natural kind terms, truth and number: the philosophy of
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