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THE RIGHT TO DIGNITY - BETWEEN ASPIRATION
AND LEGISLATION !

Prof, PhD. Verginia VEDINAS; Dr. Ioan Laurentiu VEDINAS

Motto: We can have everything, but without dignity,
we have nothing.

Summary. The study aims to analyse one of the essential rights of the human being, the
right to dignity, with particular implications for the evolution of communities, societies and
humanity as a whole. Dignity is also an ethical and legal value, which runs like a guiding
thread through the evolution of individuals, whether viewed in isolation or in a larger or
smaller group. Dignity is the cornerstone of the architecture of fundamental rights and
freedoms, a conclusion drawn from its inclusion in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of
the European Union, in the sequence of its component parts, as its first title. Article 1(3) of
the revised and republished Romanian Constitution regulates the values declared supreme
in the Romanian State and guaranteed in the spirit of the democratic traditions of the
Romanian people and the ideals of the December 1989 Revolution. The first of these values
is human dignity. Then follow, in succession, the rights and freedoms of citizens, the free
development of the human personality, justice and political pluralism. Hence the
conclusion that, in the view of the Romanian constitutional legislator, human dignity is also
the pedestal of the values which are the essential elements of the Romanian state's identity.
We say this because we are referring to the first article of the Fundamental Law, whose
name is “the Romanian state.”
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I. Prolegomena

We chose this problem for research, taking into account the theme of the
Conference for which | prepared it, which refers to the acquisition, through
science, of the health of a society. In our opinion, the health of a society does not
mean only physical, biological health, life expectancy or other similar
coefficients. The health of a society means, in equal measure, its moral health.

Mahatma Gandhi? said, in an imaginary dialogue with those alongside
whom he fought his battles for the liberation of mother India, that they cannot
take away our dignity, if we do not give it to them.

! This study was supported during the AOSR conference from September 21-23, 2023 held in
Constanta, with the topic ,, Stiinta pentru o societate sandtoasa’.



